NYC DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEP)
CROTON FACILITY MONITORING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014 — 7:00 PM

The Croton Facility Monitoring Committee (CFMC) met on Tuesday, October 28, 2014
at the DEP Office, 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467.

Welcome

Chair Father Richard Gorman called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. Attending were Fr.
Gorman; Hector Aponte, Bronx Borough Commissioner, Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR); Wilhelm Ronda, Representative of Borough President Ruben Diaz,
Jr.; Barbara Stronczer, Vice Chair, Community Board #7; Daniel Padernacht, Chair,
Community Board #8; Eric Landau and Shane Ojar, Representatives of Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), members of the public, city agencies, and the press.
(Attendance list is Attachment 1)

Adoption of Agenda
The agenda was unanimously adopted. (Attachment 2)

Adoption of Minutes

With a modification to the minutes pertaining to removal of the noise wall at Jerome Park
Reservoir (JPR) that was requested by Fr Gorman earlier in the day, the CFMC adopted
the minutes of June 24, 2014. Motion to adopt was offered by Mr. Ronda, seconded by
Ms. Stronczer. Mr. Padernacht abstained because he did not attend the June meeting.

Remarks by Eric Landau, Associate Commissioner, DEP Public Affairs

Mr. Landau said that he and DEP Commissioner Emily Lloyd appreciate the work of the
Croton FMC and view FMCs as DEP’s partners in improving the city’s environment. He
said that he was bringing good news: DEP has agreed to pay for planting 553 trees to
account for the trees that were removed in and around JPR. There was a discussion about
where and when new trees would be planted, their size and the warranty period. Andrew
Penzi, DPR, and Mr. Aponte provided information and answers. New trees will go into
public spaces, likely not in sidewalks, and will be located in a zone which radiates from
JPR and Ft. Independence Park. Planting might begin during the spring planting season,
depending on DPR tree-planting contracts. Mr. Aponte said, as he has before, that DPR
Forestry has begun to plot the eligible and suitable locations. Assembly Member Jeffrey
Dinowitz and Mr. Padernacht said they would like to work closely with DPR to select
locations and to suggest other locations, including sidewalk areas, where trees are
needed. There was additional discussion about tree replacement where pin oaks were lost
near Van Cortlandt Village, and near the new JPR jogging path. Area resident Gary
Axelbank said that the agreement between DPR and DEP about payment for trees took
too long and he requested that the minutes reflect that NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation did not specifically order trees to be removed from JPR. Robert Press,
Bronx News, cautioned against clumping trees together, with the hope that one or two
would survive. Mr. Aponte said each tree would be carefully located and monitored for
survival. He said DPR would consider the community’s request for street tree pits as part




of the plan. Mr. Padernacht asked to have DPR contracts for tree planting shared with the
Community Boards in January, if they are ready, so the public can see the locations.

Mr. Landau then spoke about public access to JPR. He described the short length of
time, once Croton is activated, from when water in JPR basins passes through the Croton
Filter Plant and goes into distribution, and the small size of JPR as measured against the
larger reservoirs upstate and their detention periods. He said that while the public will
not have open access to JPR in the future, DEP is committed to establishing pilot public
access events after JPR construction is complete, to bring students onto JPR and explain
the city’s water system. Mr. Landau said that DEP maintains a very active environmental
education program, and the JPR pilots will fit well into that framework. Anne Marie
Garti, Jerome Park Conservancy, reviewed the history of public access events at JPR
under several prior DEP Commissioners as well as her knowledge about the water system
which differs from DEP’s version. There was further discussion by Messrs. Dinowitz,
Padernacht, Axelbank, and others about public access. Fr. Gorman said DEP and the
community should continue the dialogue and that initiating pilots with students seems
appropriate. Fr. Gorman distributed a resolutions calling for JPR public access. He and
the CFMC deliberated on the resolution. Comments to tone down the resolution were
made by Messrs. Ronda, Sandler and Padernacht because of DEP’s good faith efforts to
work cooperatively with the CFMC. Additional language was proposed by Mr.
Padernacht, after which the resolution (4ttachment 3) was adopted by five votes, on a
motion made by Mr. Padernacht, and seconded by Mr. Ronda.

Department of Design and Construction (DDC) Presentation

DDC’s Assistant Commissioner Rebecca Clough spoke about the status of the design and
schedule for construction of the landscaping at Van Cortlandt Park (VCP) once the DEP
and contractors’ trailers are off site. She said DDC expects the bidding to begin in
December 2014, with site preparation commencing in spring 2015. After construction
starts in May, it is anticipated there will be a 30 month construction period and DDC
estimates 2017 for end of construction. Eric Johnson, Grimshaw Architects, reviewed the
earlier plan for VCP landscaping and showed improvements to the plan made in concert
with past CFMC recommendations (4¢ttachment 4). Following the presentation, Ms.
Clough and Mr. Johnson, along with representatives from DEP and DPR, answered
questions about netting poles, maintenance, the concessionaire, a concessionaire
agreement, and above-ground elevations. Karen Argenti, Ft. Independence Park
Neighborhood Association, asked Mr. Johnson for a VCP topographic map. Christina
Taylor, Friends of VCP, asked about separate entrances to the Croton Filter Plant and to
the golf course. Mr. Press asked about an evacuation plan for the neighborhood. Ms.
Garti asked whether the decorative walls along Jerome Ave will be removed.

Mr. Ojar said that DEP and DPR are working on many agreements that will ultimately
result in Memoranda of Understanding. From DEP, the bureaus responsible for security
and operations are involved in developing the agreements, after which DEP will consult
in detail with DPR officials. There will be both short term and long term agreements. A
maintenance agreement is required by the Public Design Commission.



Croton Costs and Construction Schedule
There were no questions or comments about the costs report through September 30
(Attachment 5).

Bernard Daly, DEP, provided the construction update (Attachment 6).

Construction is continuing on the DEP police booth at the DEP entrance driveway. The
second entrance to the VCP site at 213 Street and Jerome Avenue is complete and in use.
Gabion and retaining walls installation continues. Green roof foam, soil and seeding are
near completion. Exterior finishes are being applied to the above-ground structures.
Inside the Croton Filter Plant, startup and testing of equipment in the plant was
completed by mid-March, 2014 and test operations continued until they were shut down
in June. During the shutdown period, the contractors made modifications and
adjustments to equipment and processes. Re-disinfection of the Croton Filter Plant is
underway. Beginning in mid-November, water is expected to flow through the plant and
will be discharged into the Harlem River through Shaft 25. Electrical work on the fire
alarm systems inside the plant, as well as electrical work in the above-ground structures,
and the security systems throughout the plant, continues. Startup and testing of fire
suppression systems are underway. HVAC equipment, and systems inside the plant are
in startup and testing mode. Installation continues on HVAC equipment and piping in the
above-ground structures.

DEP has a new consent order which requires that filtered Croton water be put into
distribution by mid-May, 2015.

In answer to questions, Mr. Daly explained that water from Hillview Reservoir can piped
to the Croton Filter Plant Pump Station but it will not get filtration. Although Hillview
water will by-pass filtration, because of the Plant’s design flexibility, this water can be
mixed with filtered Croton water and go into distribution.

Off-Site work at Jerome Park Reservoir and at Gate House No. 1
Work is complete in the Shaft and Meter Chamber.

A damaged section of the floor of JPR’s North Basin will be repaired with new concrete
beginning in November. At Gate House No. 1 the upgrade to the permanent electric
power will begin shortly. Fencing around that Gate House is complete. Work at Gate
House No. 2, No. 3 and No. 6 is complete. At Gate House No. 5 work continues on the
entry point monitoring system. At Gate House No. 7 new windows were installed.
Underground work at Shaft 3 has required the continued closure of part of an eastbound
lane at Sedgwick Avenue until January 15, 2015 with virtually no impact on travel. Pipe
and valve installation work in Shaft 3 is underway now that the abatement work is
complete. Among the activities remaining at Shaft 3 is the installation of a new access
point in the grassy lawn at Goulden and Sedgwick Avenues that will replace the
“doghouse”. This work is expected to be completed by spring, 2015.

The contractor has not been able to demolish the Microstrainer Building because
additional asbestos was detected. DEP’s asbestos task force will remediate it in advance



of demolition. At the Demonstration Filter Plant foundation slab, the adjusted schedule
for its removal is spring 2015.

Mr. Axelbank raised the problem of flying insects in the JPR neighborhood. Mr. Daly
said DEP is aware of this but it is not tied to the Croton construction and the situation has
been seen in the community in years past.

Ms. Garti requested that water fill the JPR basins as soon as possible for the community’s
enjoyment. Mr. Landau said he would discuss this with the operating bureau. Ms. Garti,
Ms. Argenti, and Mr. Press asked for more information about the reason and effects
related to the basin wall work at JPR and about DEP’s plans to do further work at the gate
houses.

Old Business

DPR Jogging Path project

Mr. Aponte and Andrew Penzi, DPR, said that the contractor continues to use
approximately ten workers per day for construction of the jogging path project and the
contractor has replaced the plumbing subcontractor. Construction completion is now
projected for mid-December 2014, with a contractor’s guarantee of one year. DPR has
not found severe ponding conditions but has been responsive to complaints from Council
Member Cohen and Community Board #8 about ponding at the entrance and in the park.
The water supply system was extended to feed ground hydrants in the dog runs in
response to a Community Board request. The contract does not have provisions for dog-
drinking fixtures, but the utility location now allows for the potential add-on of a fixture
by others. A punch list from Community Board #8 and from Mr. Sandler will be
addressed. DPR’s quality assurance group has deemed the project acceptable.

Robert Solomon’s Correspondence

Mr. Landau and Mr. Ojar said all of Mr. Solomon’s correspondence that alleges problems
with safety and/or improper work have been reviewed and evaluated by DEP. Where any
items are legitimate, they are immediately addressed. Other concerns have not proven
accurate. An Independent Monitor has been employed on the project since 2007. DEP
will continue to review any issue raised by Mr. Solomon. The CFMC should be aware
that law enforcement has assessed monetary and criminal penalties on individuals and
actions related to Mr. Solomon’s former company.

New Business & Next Meeting

Fr. Gorman said the Independent Budget Office will make a presentation at the next
Croton FMC meeting, which will be on Tuesday, November 25. He requested that DEP
First Deputy Commissioner Steven Lawitts attend the meeting if DEP Commissioner
Lloyd cannot.

The meeting adjourned at 10:05pm.



ACB oAU dap@yelanoe

£6V€-566 (81L)

89€11 AN surysnf
PA[Y uondun( L1-6S

UO01193101J [BIUSWIUOIIAUT
Jo ysuneda(q

SU0ZZIPIY S

L9¥01 AN Xuolg

B10 SMEUPOOMIOUD)SMBUPOONIOU 19v7-2€ (81L) [BAQ 1OAIISIY 00FE SMAN POOAION UoSS[IN ") uojuy
19%01 AN ‘Xuoig U01103]014 [EIUSIUOIIAUT
AOB5AU dap@)Sojidse 0002-969 (81L) ANUDAY WO [(LE Jo wawuedaq sojuidg eouy
1S¥01 AN “xuolg Zel(J yuaplsald
L808-06S (81L) 19248 IS[9] I1seH 861 y3nolog Xuoig Jo 304jQ | ©BpuOy WRYIM

ACB ORU-dGXq@EPUOIM

ACB AU [IOUN0O®Uay0Je

00£L-6¥S (81L)

£9v01 AN xuolg
JNUIAY OP[EM 9£9€

IQUIBJA [19UN0)

Uayo)) MAIpPUy ‘UOH

L9Y01 AN Xuoig

woo’jlewb@smauxuoiqiuadladgQ| 7669-€59 (81L) neaquieyooy SS|¢ SMIN Xuolg ssald 19qoYy
9901 AN xuoig UBLLIOD
OB 9AU" GO@)UBWIOE] SSHi-188 (81L) P sute[d AMYM 101+ Cl# pleog Ajununuo)) pIeyory 1ayie]
10211 AN ‘ukpjooig "ou]
WoJ [OSUEqIN@) GBSOy W $001-529 (81L) 193]S SWepy GeE ‘suonnjog ueqiq) d13ajens | ulals|oH eyuel
£9¥01 AN xuoig uayo) Maipuy
0B 3AUT[PUNOO®)IS|pUESE 00€L-6¥S (81L) 3NUIAY OP[EM 9£9€ I2UISI [15UNO)) JO Q| Id]pues Maipuy
L9Y01 AN ‘xuolg 01392101 [BIUSWIUOLIAUF]
AOB OAU dSp@AEPq 0002-969 (81.) SNUAAY 2WOIf [OLE Jo yuourpedaqg dd Ate prewag
JUSPISY
WS IEWb@XUOIGayIUIXe 17€0-9L5(L16) V/N SNUdAY YIIM3Pag yueqjoxy Aren
8S¥01 AN xuolg
W03 [0e®06£Seq 0595-€££6 (81L) 19218 0T 189 V 67T L# peog Ajiununuio) | Iazouong eleqieg
Jled BUOIO)-SMOPBIN uonearnsy
AGD AU SYIEQD)IZUSd MIIPUE LLS9-09L (81L) Surysny 191us) peajsw|Q 79 Syded Jo juawniedsq 1ZuU3d MaIpuy
IL¥01 AN Xuolg
W65 BWb@)gqo1yoeuIspedp 0bLy~v88 (81L) SNUSAY [BPIIALY 9.9 8# pieog Ayunwiwio) | jyoeusdped jdiue(
ILP01 AN xuolg
jauauljuoido OvLy-+88 (81L) INUIAY I[EPISALY 9L9S 8# pieog Ajunuwiuio)) lapuag qog
AN xuolg uoneardy
ACD OAU S}IBd@ZINO T9e Il 0L81-0¢¥ (81L) Aemyled JoAry xuolg | % SHled Jo jusuntedsq ZIJQ [9BYIIN
AN xuolg uoneaIdyYy
AOD oAU S)Ied@ejuode iojosy 9681 0¢t (81L) KemjIed 19ATy xuolg [ 2% syed jo jusuntedag auody 10309
AUBAWO)
WeN-d Xeq uoyg SSaIppv 7 UOnEZIuEsI0 JweN
 JuswyRERY DINA NOLOWD - 4dd DAN P107/82/01




L9Y01 AN xuoig

uo13d2101{ [ejudumIuodiAuyg

ACD"OAU dap)jaule 0007-969 (81L) SNUDAY SWOIf [(LE Jo juduneda yaseq aury
0LSOI AN 3[[iAjuesedid
JoU BUIUC}IdO@ABUG0IG0q 658L-69L (¥16) aauq doidyg Lyl Aauoo) qog
89401 AN xuolg AjjenQ) [RauswIUOIIAUY
Wod lewb@ [0 Xqey 0661-625 (9v9) L1 anudAy [ned 00b€ uo [1ouno)) xuolg nuadry uarey]
AN xuoig ieq
09%1-109 (81L) | yInOS 3j1ed Ipuejo) UEA (08 | IPUB[LIOD UBA JO SPUSLL{ | Io[Ae] eunsuy)

£9v01 AN Xuolg

AU TIEB@)AEWaUUE ¥98L-88 (81L) anudAY YIIMSPaS §96¢ AoupAI9SUOD) Yied WO | IMED SuB duuy
ANDIT UOTIONIISU0))
AOB 9AU OPP@EINUESZa] 0S81-16¢€ (81L) 3NUSAY UOSWOY L, OE-0€ 7 uisaq Jo wawpredsq | nueszoy euene]
ANOIT UONONISUO)
AGD OAUIppP@IYBNoRD LZIT1-16€ (81L) ANUSAY UOSWOY ], 0€-0€ 29 ugisa jo wowedsa | ySno) o23qay
[Z01 AN xuoig
W09 [OE@)| €15 OvLy-+88 (81L) 3NUSAY 3[BPISATY 99§ 8# pieog Ajunwwo) 19)[edg eme
AN xuolg
woojoe@)iwing L9916 Awﬁhv Ade[d ITOAI3SY 98T Xuolg ayj 10J 19je |\ ued[H I %&nm
L9¥01 AN Xuolg uﬂoaowuﬂuz
WO3 SN-SIPEoIEQ)ISIoU Po 202-969 (81L) NUIAY JWOIAf [OLE UOHONISUO)) U0J01) yosioN pq

€901 AN xuolg

Z)IMOUL(] JOqUIDN

STAUTSIE}s A|qUISSSEURSOoUIe SYES-96L (81L) anuaAy a3puqsSury L€ Ajquiassy J0 2430 [souly ueyeN
L9%01 AN xuolg juswdSeUB
WO [qo@)|81Je] SEWow) 0002-969 (81L) ANUIAY SW0IS( [(LE UOHONJSUOD) U0J01) | [[21e] " SEWOy L
€9¥01 AN xuoIg Z)moul( J2qUIS
SMAUSIETS SPES-96L (81L) anuaay 33pLqs3ury LO1¢ Alquassy Jo 3030 SPPAN UeA]
£9v01 AN xuoig I0QUISI Zymoul(q
SN'AU 2JE]S A|qQUISSSEDIMOUIp SPEs-96L (81L) anuaAy a8puqsSury] L01€ K|Quiassy ajelS YI0A MON Kanjar ‘uoy
9¢€11 AN sumysn[ TO011031014 [BIUSWUONAUT
AGD AU daP)IEloS 8¥ 1565 (81L) PA|g uonun( £ [-6S 0 juounnedaq 1e[Q sueyg
. 89€11 AN suiysnjq uo1192304 [BIUSWUOIIAUF
AOBOAU dSp@NEPUE[S 6875-565 (81L) pAld uoyouny /[-6S 0 usuntedaq nepue] oLy
oo SpPaNoIE AN JOX MaN
-MeqsWHB@UoSUYOl 9HS SIv-L1Y (9¥9) 19908 YILT ISOM LE9 S109)IYDTY MEYSWILID uosuyof ouyg
uonmgsuy
[rewyg Xe uoyg SSAIppV JuoneziuesiQ JWEN




Agenda

Attachment 2

Croton Facility Monitoring Committee Meeting

Tuesday, October 28, 2014 — 7:00 PM
DEP Office - 3660 Jerome Avenue, Bronx NY 10467 - (718) 231-8470

I Welcome and Call to Order

IT Consider, Adopt October CFMC Agenda

ITT Consider, Adopt 6/24/14 Meeting Minutes

IV Brief Remarks from the DEP Commissioner’s
Office - including Comments about Public
Access to Jerome Park Reservoir

V Update on Department of Design &
Construction Landscaping & Schedule

VI Croton Costs Report & Construction Schedule

VII Discussion - Old Business

Update on Jogging Path Project

Update- JPR Tree Removal & Replanting

Update - Robert Solomon Correspondence
VIII Discussion - New Business

IX CFMC Discussion &.Confirm November 25,
2014 for next CFMC Meeting

X Adjourn

Father Richard Gorman, Chair

CFMC Representatives

CFMC Representatives

Eric Landau, DEP

Rebecca Clough, DDC

Bernard Daly, DEP

CFMC Representatives, Agencies &
Public

Andrew Penzi, DPR

DPR and DEP
Shane Ojar, DEP

CFMC Representatives



Attachment 3

RESOLUTION
RE

ACCESS TO JEROME PARK RESERVOIR (J.P.R.)
Meeting of the Croton Filtration Monitoring Committee (C.F.M.C.)
Tuesday, 28 October 2014 - 7:00 P.M.

N.Y.C.D.E.P. Community Office
3660 Jerome Avenue The Bronx, New York 10467

Whereas, the 2011 Report and Recommendations of the Jerome Park Reservoir Access
Working Group commissioned by Commissioner Emily Lloyd (Lloyd Report) recommended in

March 2011 a pilot program to Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. when construction
was completed; and

Whereas, the Croton Water Treatment Plant and its off-site construction at the Jerome Park
Reservoir (JPR) is coming to an end to construction at both sites; and

Whereas, DEP officials state that the water in JPR is just 30 minutes from the tap of a NYC
water user, while the Lloyd Report describes JPR’s function after the Croton Water Filtration
Plant is in operation on page 3, that when “the Croton Filtration Plant is operating, un-treated
("raw”) water from the New Croton Reservoir will flow into JPR, ..... all water released for in-
city distribution will go through the Croton Water Filtration Plant .....” and therefore not JPR
(emphasis added); and

Whereas, presently no Croton Water is delivered to the in-city distribution system, and none
has been since 2008; and

Whereas, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has presented
new deconstruction of the Gate Houses and rehabilitation of the eastern wall inside the fence
of the JPR which is in the planning stage and has neither received final approval nor set a bid
timeline or start date for work to commence; and

Be it therefore resolved, that this opportunity to affirm the recommendations in DEP’s
March 2011 report be used to expeditiously initiate the pilot program as proposed to the Bronx
Borough President by DEP Commissioner Caswell Holloway in 2011, and that the JPR public
access plan contain those proposed elements concerning the pilot access program: (1) it
should consist of several days; (2) it should provide for the use of the perimeter path if the
path is safe for public use; (3) it should include an educational tour of the site and its
facilities; (4) it should include a less-structured type of "open house” where residents could
have access to specific parts of the site; and, (5) that the specific elements of the pilot
program should be developed with the input and participation of the community and other
interested stakeholders; and

Be it therefore further resolved, mat the community seeks controlled open access
to the Reservoir upon completion of the Croton Water Filtration Plant and the community
recognizes the difference of opinion which exists with DEP as to the amount of open access
that should be available upon completion of the project.
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