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Summer 2010 Peak Load Management re-cap 
During peak electricity demand times or during an emergency, participants in Peak Load Management 
(PLM) programs are called on to reduce the strain on electric grids by curtailing their power demand.  
Ten City agencies—CUNY, DCAS, DOC, DOE, DEP, HHC, DPR, DSNY, NYBG, NYPD—set reduction 
commitments for 57* facilities in the New York Power Authority’s (NYPA) Peak Reduction Program for a 
total reduction of almost 13 megawatts—the equivalent of the power necessary to power 13,000 NYC 
homes.  Participating facilities meet the required reduction in electric demand during a 6-hour period by 
turning off discretionary equipment and lighting, raising space temperatures, or running back-up 
generators. To support agencies in their load-shedding efforts, DEM sent electronic alerts to 
participating agencies and supplied large lobby posters to notify facility staff and building occupants how 
they could reduce electric consumption.  
 
Four peak load events were called this past summer—June 23rd, June 24th, July 6th and July 7th. On 
average, the 57 facilities reduced electric demand by 12,700 kW per 6-hour event.  Both DOE and DOC 
facilities exceeded their commitments of reducing demand 550 kW and 4,000 kW, respectively, by 
curtailing demand by an average of 772 kW and 5,025 kW.  Fourteen schools shed load by shutting off 
cooling systems, down escalators, and lighting in display cabinets and unused classrooms. For example, 
Norman Thomas High School in Manhattan reduced demand over 100 kW on all 4 days, a 17% reduction 
compared to normal electric demand. Four DOC facilities on Riker’s Island committed to reduce 4,000 
kW and exceeded this commitment by an average of 25%.  
 
*Note: Results exclude eight facilities for which data was unavailable. 

 
Update on Reactive Power charges 
Individual agencies subject to new Reactive Power charges received an email from DEM on Sept. 13th 
with information about how the charges will affect their agency’s energy bill. Please note that the 
implementation date for the earliest of those charges has been pushed back to January 2011. This delay 
gives you more time to look at data for particular facilities and to familiarize yourselves with the Con 
Edison Customer Care website (requires login): www.coned.com/customercare.  
 
DCAS is convening a meeting this fall to review Reactive Power changes and discuss opportunities to 
mitigate them. The tentative date is October 27th; please watch for further announcements. 

 

http://www.coned.com/customercare
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Energy Efficient Food Service Operations Working Group 
 
Buildings with kitchens and cafeterias use a significant amount of energy to refrigerate perishables, cook 
and keep food warm, and clean dishes. DEM is investigating ways to reduce the energy consumption 
necessary to meet the cooking and cleaning needs of these facilities.  DCAS DEM would like to convene a 
meeting with City agencies responsible for food services to better understand current practices, share 
best practices, and to learn how we can collectively foster more energy efficient operations. If you 
would like to be a part of this working group or have any comments, please contact Laura Lee at the 
Division of Energy Management. Please feel free to forward this information on to others at your agency 
who may have interest. 

 
Spotlight On: Department of Buildings Energy Code Study 
A number of projects funded through the $80.8 million dollar Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant received from the US Department of Energy are kicking off this fall, including three studies.  The 
first of these is a study managed by the Department of Buildings (DOB) to identify common and critical 
compliance issues with the City’s energy efficiency and conservation construction codes.  After a 
competitive RFP process, the City has hired a consultant to evaluate both industry and DOB knowledge 
of the codes and to develop and conduct code compliance training for DOB staff and industry 
professionals.   
 
The project officially kicked off in August with interviews of various DOB officials and staff including 
Borough Commissioners, Plan Examiners, Auditors, Inspectors and Project Advocates in all five boroughs 
in addition to reviews of project applications for code compliance. This month the consultants will begin 
interviewing industry professionals and making construction site visits as they work to complete the 
data collection and analysis phase of the project and move into the training material development 
phase.  Ultimately, the project will make it easier for the City’s building professionals to comply with 
codes designed to improve building efficiency and reduce the City’s greenhouse gas emissions.   

 


