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Looking ahead to cooler weather: Preparing for fall 
Please pass on the following information to agency staff and facility managers: 

 Wednesday, September 22 is the last day for running window air conditioners.  
Do not use window air conditioners after this date.  This is to avoid additional 
charges for electricity demand after the meter is read on September 23.  

 Check boiler switching equipment and fuel oil supplies at each and every 
facility that has interruptible gas service in September or October.  DEM will be 
providing more information this fall, but please note that both Con Edison and 
National Grid have been stricter about imposing penalties, and each agency may 
have to absorb penalty charges this year.    

 
New Local Law promotes the use of clean heating oil 
Mayor Bloomberg recently signed into law a requirement that all heating oil used after October 
1, 2012 contain at least 2 percent biodiesel fuel. The bill also requires the amount of sulfur in #4 
heating oil to be capped at 1,500 parts per million, reducing the current cap by half. This 
important PlaNYC milestone will help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve local air 
quality, and diversify New York City’s energy supply.  
 
In addition, a new rule proposed by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the 
Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability will require annual boiler efficiency 
testing, transition from #6 oil to low-sulfur #4 oil, and new boilers to be fueled by heating oil at 
least as clean as #2. Together with this DEP rule, the Local Law will complement the new state 
law, signed last month by Governor Paterson, that reduces the sulfur content in #2 heating oil 
by 99 percent.  
 
PlaNYC committed the City to lowering sulfur levels in heating oil and to reducing the use of 
residual fuels. More pollution comes from this source than from vehicles or power plants. The 
particulate matter created by heating oil contains heavy metals and other pollutants that 
damage our lungs and hearts, contribute to the prevalence of asthma, and significantly 
decrease life expectancy. The new local law will reduce the most harmful pollutants in New 
York City’s air by more than 16 percent. 
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Read the legislation here: 
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=994884&GUID=3A205D3A-7887-40BC-
B2CF-63F1D6C5169A 
 
Certified Energy Manager (CEM) training dates announced 
Certified Energy Manager training will be offered the week of November 15-19. The class will 
be held at the Citywide Training Center at 2 Washington Street in lower Manhattan. 
 
The five-day program covers: the need for energy management; conducting an energy audit; 
energy codes and standards; building energy use and performance; and much more. The course 
should be taken by those whose agency’s operations can benefit from improved energy 
management even if the participant doesn’t plan on taking the CEM examination. More 
information on the course and registration, as well as details about the CEM certification exam, 
can be found on DEM’s website at nyc.gov/energy-conservation. 
 
Spotlight On: American Recovery Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Grants Update 
In September 2009 the City was awarded $80.8 million from the United States Department of 
Energy through ARRA funded Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) for 
various energy efficiency projects across multiple agencies throughout the City. DEM is 
managing all of the funding and five of the projects directly, and partnering with the Economic 
Development Corporation (EDC), the Dept. of Education (DOE), the Mayor’s Office, and the 
Department of Buildings (DOB) on the remaining projects. In addition, DEM, on behalf of 
various agencies, received over $7 million in State Energy Program (SEP) grants through the 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Below is an update on 
the status of these grants.  
 
EECBG 
DEM applied for EECBG funding both to support the existing energy management strategies it is 
rolling out Citywide and to help spur energy efficiency efforts in the private sector. After 
working with US DOE for guidance on procurement, spending, and reporting requirements, we 
are proceeding with the following EECBG-funded programs:  

 Audits: Following the DEM strategy to implement Local Law 87, EECBG funds will help to 
expand DEM’s Energy Audit program, which identifies buildings that would benefit from 
energy efficiency retrofits.  The first 64 ARRA funded sites have been identified and 
scoped and are currently being assigned to implementation contractors.   

 Retrofits: Following the completion of seven FY 09 energy audits, ARRA funding is being 
used for the implementation of the audit’s recommended energy conservation 
measures. Projects currently in the design phase include lighting upgrades and energy 
efficient improvements to building mechanical systems at a number of the City’s most 
iconic buildings, including the Manhattan Criminal Court, Police Headquarters and the 
main branch of the New York Public Library. 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=994884&GUID=3A205D3A-7887-40BC-B2CF-63F1D6C5169A
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/View.ashx?M=F&ID=994884&GUID=3A205D3A-7887-40BC-B2CF-63F1D6C5169A
http://www.nyc.gov/energy-conservation
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 Improved Operations & Maintenance program: ARRA funding will support the first two 
years of the Citywide roll-out of the improved Operations & Maintenance (O&M) 
program following a successful pilot with DCAS and DOE.  

 Boiler Fuel Catalysts: This fall, EECBG funding will support DOE’s installation of boiler 
fuel catalysts and economizers in schools with No. 4 and No. 6 oil burning boilers. 

 Cogeneration: EECBG funding will support a study on the feasibility of Cogeneration at 
One Centre Street and the North River Water pollution control plant beginning in 
October. 

 DOB Code Study: This month, EECBG funding is supporting the kickoff of a study 
managed by DOB to identify common and critical compliance issues with the Energy 
Conservation Construction Code of New York. 

 Revolving Loan Fund: Many of the ARRA funded projects are part of the City’s strategy 
to lead by example and encourage private building owners to implement some of the 
same energy efficiency upgrades.  A financial incentive program designed to assist 
private building owners with the financing for these upgrades is in the final planning 
stages and EECBG funding will support the hiring of staff this fall. 

 
SEP 
DEM applied for SEP funding to support lighting projects that had already been identified 
through the audit and retrofit program, to fund solar hot water and solar electric installations 
for a number of City agencies, and to fund fleet acquisitions that will help us meet the goals 
outlined in the Clean Fleet Transition Plan.  We expect to execute contracts for our awards in 
the next three weeks, and begin construction on the first round of lighting projects this fall.   

 Solar Electric:  Buildings used by the Department of Sanitation (DSNY), the Department 
of Transportation (DOT), the Police Department (NYPD), and the Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) will benefit from solar installations that will help expand 
the City’s clean energy resources and reduce energy bills.   

 Solar Thermal: 18 Fire Department (FDNY) firehouses and a Department of Parks & 
Recreation (DPR) Recreation Center will benefit from the installation of solar thermal 
hot water systems which use solar energy to provide domestic hot water.  These 
installations will help FDNY and DPR save on energy costs and further expand the 
applications of renewable energy in the City’s building portfolio.  

 Clean Vehicles: DEM applied for funding on behalf of the Department of Corrections 
(DOC), the DOT, and the DSNY.  Funding will be used for a variety of vehicles including 
diesel electric hybrid buses, diesel rack trucks and hybrid electric trucks. 

 Lighting: A number of smaller lighting projects that had previously been identified by 
agencies and approved by DEM met NYSERDA’s payback criteria, so DEM used these 
funds to push forward several projects that otherwise would have had to wait for 
PlaNYC funding in future fiscal years.  Agencies with buildings benefiting from SEP 
funded upgrades include: NYPD, DSNY, DCAS, DOE, DPR, the Human Resources 
Administration (HRA), and the Department for the Aging (DOA). 

 


