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December energy use down 10% over last year 
While warmer weather helped lower energy use in December 2011, so did our combined efforts to 
improve energy efficiency and better manage City buildings!  A 10% year-over-year drop in City energy 
use came from retrofits and changes made by building managers and users. To look at Citywide energy 
use, see the most recent Core Report and Energy Change Report on the DEM website. Great job Agency 
Energy Teams; keep up the great work! 

 
ELOs: Changes to the URIF submission process 
ELOs – please note a couple of changes to the URIF (Utility Request Information Form) submission 
process:  

 Only ELOs should submit a URIF. The URIF can be downloaded from the Agency Energy Teams 
page of DEM’s website. Please email the completed URIF to Marilyn Steeps 
(msteeps@dcas.nyc.gov) and copy your energy team head or someone in the agency at the 
Assistant Commissioner level or above.  DCAS will accept this email as agency acceptance of the 
responsibility for opening or closing an account and authorization to include the account in the 
agency’s budget. It is now optional to submit of a letter on agency letterhead stating this 
information.  

 The URIF includes new information so please read it carefully and provide all the information 
requested.  For example, if your agency is vacating space for another City agency, we ask you to 
identify the in-coming agency and provide a contact.  If you are requesting an account in a newly-
constructed space, we ask for certain contractor work order numbers.  

 
Earth Hour is March 31st at 8:30pm 
The seventh annual Earth Hour is scheduled for Saturday March 31st at 8:30pm. Earth Hour is a one-hour 
environmental event when cities and citizens across the globe switch off their lights to demonstrate 
their commitment to climate change action. If your agency is interested in joining the effort, please 
email Sarah Mencher (smencher@dcas.nyc.gov) so we can keep track of which NYC buildings will 
participate. For more information, please see http://www.earthhour.org/. 

 
Minimum Demand Billing is coming 
Keep an eye out for a separate email announcement about the start of minimum billing on NYPA electric 
accounts.  Overall impacts to the City will be neutral, but locations with uneven electric demand will 
have higher charges.  ELOs will be getting a fact sheet with details in the next few weeks. 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/municipal/accounts.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/working/teams.shtml
mailto:msteeps@dcas.nyc.gov
mailto:smencher@dcas.nyc.gov?subject=Earth%20Hour
http://www.earthhour.org/
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DEM website updates – check it out! 
About a year after the first DEM website overhaul, we’ve done it again! The updated website is more 
streamlined and user-friendly, and it includes a page specifically for Agency Energy Teams. Please check 
it out and let us know what else we can add to make the website a helpful tool for you. 

 
Reminder: Biofuel incentive 
Requests for biofuel purchases are due April 1! Take advantage of this PlaNYC pilot incentive program 
for biofuel use in City facilities. Because the combustion of biofuel releases fewer GHG emissions than 
residual heating oil, PlaNYC funding will be used to reimburse City agencies for the cost premium of 
building biofuel purchases in FY12. You can read more about the program in the January Energy Update. 
Please direct all questions regarding the FY12 PlaNYC pilot biofuel incentive program to Melissa Wright 
Ellis at mwellis@dcas.nyc.gov. For more information on how to purchase building biofuel please contact 
Veronica Vanderpool at vvanderpool@dcas.nyc.gov. 
 

Spotlight: Comprehensive Energy Upgrades at St. Mary’s Recreation Facility  
St. Mary’s Recreation Center, the City’s 
first full-service, indoor recreation 
center, is getting a comprehensive 
energy efficiency upgrade as part of the 
30x17 effort to reduce municipal 
greenhouse gas emissions. Located in St. 
Mary’s Park in the Bronx, this three-story 
Recreation Center houses a fitness 
center, basketball court, indoor pool, 
dance studio, and computer lab. The 
facility recently celebrated its 60th 
anniversary! 
 
The Center was one of the first City sites 
to receive a comprehensive energy audit. 
Following the audit recommendations, metal halide lighting fixtures in the gym and pool areas have 
been replaced by highly energy efficient T-5 HO (high output) fixtures. The fixtures installed in the pool 
area are specifically designed to be heat and vapor resistant for the unique indoor pool environment. 
Throughout the entire Center, new lighting fixtures are equipped with photocell and motion sensors so 
that they automatically turn off when there is sufficient daylight or when the facility is not in use.  
 
Other energy efficiency measures in progress include the replacement of all of the facility’s steam traps 
(approximately 50), three new energy efficient pool motors (pictured), the installation of a pool cover to 
reduce evaporation and therefore water heating demands, and the installation of a vestibule at one of 
the Center’s front doors to reduce the loss of conditioned air to the building’s exterior. 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/working/teams.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/downloads/pdf/01-12_energyupdate.pdf
mailto:mwellis@dcas.nyc.gov
mailto:vvanderpool@dcas.nyc.gov
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The second phase of the project will address the building’s hot water needs. The installation of a solar 
thermal system on the roof will supply the facility’s pool and domestic hot water needs, and a 
condensing summer boiler will allow Center staff to shut down the building’s main boiler while 
continuing to use it as back-up on cloudy days when the solar thermal system isn’t meeting demand for 
hot water. 
 
When complete, this package of energy conservation measures is expected to reduce energy costs by 
$98,000 and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 278 metric tons annually. 
 
 
   


