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What’s Inside: 

 30x17 on the World Wide Web!  
 National Grid Gas Efficiency Opportunities 
 Lights Off contest 
 Spotlight on: 24 Energy Audits kicked off in Feb 

 
30 x 17 on the World Wide Web! 
Earlier this month, the Division of Energy Management announced a brand new website as well as new 
Facebook and Twitter accounts. The website includes a tremendous amount of information about what 
DEM is doing—in partnership with all of you—to achieve the 30x17 goal. There are colorful photos and 
case studies, an entire section dedicated to energy management tools, and a publicly-available overview 
of agencies’ energy use. Please check it out if you haven’t already, and bookmark it so you can visit often 
for updates: nyc.gov/energy-conservation.   
   
 

Join your colleagues in NYC Energy Management on Facebook/energyNYC! 

             
Follow 30x17 progress, including timely news about audit kick-offs and construction completion, 
on Twitter/energy_NYC. 

 

National Grid Gas Efficiency Opportunities 
On Thursday, March 3rd, National Grid will give a brief presentation on their gas efficiency programs and 
discuss the ways agencies can take advantage of available rebates.  Steve Caputo from the Mayor’s 
Office of Long Term Planning and Sustainability will also present an update on PlaNYC and the Clean 
Heat Initiative. Breakfast will be served. 
 
Note: For PlaNYC-funded projects, DCAS will continue to pursue relevant incentives. However, agencies 
are also encouraged to pursue funding opportunities for projects they implement directly. 
 

When: 
Thursday March 3rd, 2011 

8:30 am – 10:00 am 
 

Contact energy@dcas.nyc.gov for location. 
 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/tools/reports.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/home/home.shtml
http://www.facebook.com/EnergyNYC
http://twitter.com/energy_NYC
mailto:energy@dcas.nyc.gov
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Lights Off contest 
In response to public suggestions that government could save money by turning 
off the lights in government buildings at night and on weekends, DEM developed a 
Lights Off campaign to encourage energy-saving behavior among City building 
occupants. Lights Off is a competition for the month of February between six lower 
Manhattan City-owned buildings: 1 Centre, 137 Centre, 49-51 Chambers, 2 
Lafayette, 280 Broadway, and 253 Broadway.   
 
The campaign consists of light switch stickers, posters displayed in all building 
lobbies, light logger devices that track light levels and occupancy to identify areas 
where the lights are on unnecessarily, and weekly email blasts reminding building 
occupants to shut off lights when they are not needed. The building operations 
staff at 1 Centre is also contributing to the energy-saving effort by shutting off the 
building’s exterior decorative lights at midnight each day. We anticipate that the 
collective efforts of each individual in the six participating buildings will add up to 
$7,500 to $15,000 per month in energy bill savings. Based on the results of the 
campaign, DEM plans to roll out the Lights Off campaign citywide. 
 

Spotlight On: 24 Energy Audits kicked off in Feb 
In partnership with the New York Power Authority and the Department of Design and Construction, 
DEM will kick off a record-breaking 24 energy audits during the month of February in all five boroughs. 
This effort is part of DEM’s goal to lead by example with regards to the Greener Greater Buildings Plan, 
which requires energy audits, retro-commissioning, and retrofits in all buildings in New York City over 
50,000 square feet.   
 
An energy audit is a 3-6 month process that evaluates where and how a building uses energy and 
identifies opportunities for energy efficiency improvements.  Energy audits are required for all 
commercial buildings greater than 50,000 square feet, including government buildings, under Local Law 
87 of 2009.   
 
So far, audits have kicked off at the following facilities, by Agency: 

 NYPD – 84th Precinct 

 DOC – Manhattan Detention Complex and two buildings on Riker’s Island  

 DOE – 13 elementary and middle schools, two high schools, and one DOE office building 

 DCAS – Constantino Judicial Center, Concourse Plaza Building, Bronx Bergen Building, and Bronx 
Housing Court 

 
At the conclusion of the audit process, DEM works with partner agencies to determine which energy 
conservation measures (ECMs) will be implemented. ECMs could include, for example, lighting or HVAC 
upgrades, and only those that are most cost-effective will move forward. Case studies of completed 
retrofit projects can be found on our website, complete with photos, project costs, and energy use and 
cost savings.  
 
 

 
 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dem/html/studies/studies.shtml

