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Note:  The following specification criteria have been assembled to promote the procurement of post-consumer/post-industrial recycled content in nylon face-fiber carpet tiles. Additional considerations related to product emissions, product toxicity, or other High Performance building criteria are included where appropriate.

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.01  SUMMARY

A. This section includes Nylon face-fiber carpet tiles which meet specified criteria for:

1. Post-consumer and/or post-industrial recycled content;

2. Product coding labels (to promote future recycling of used products);

3. Emissions testing for improved indoor air quality; and

4. Reduced-emission, reduced-toxicity installation adhesives.

1.02 REFERENCES / QUALITY ASSURANCE

(for recycled content and other High Performance building criteria)

A. Recycled Content:

“Recycling Activities in the Carpet Industry”(reference only), Carpet and Rug Institute, Dalton, GA, http://www.carpet-rug.com
B. Adhesives: 


“Green Seal Environmental Standard for Certification of Commercial Adhesives” (GS-36),


Green Seal, Inc., Washington, DC, http://www.greenseal.org
C. Emissions testing: 

“Green Label” program for emissions testing and emission standards for carpet, carpet adhesives, and carpet cushion. Carpet and Rug Institute, Dalton, GA

D. Installation: 


“Standard for Installation of Commercial Carpet”, CRI 104, Carpet and Rug Institute, 


Dalton, GA

1.03 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

A
Manufacturer’s certification of recycled content per section 2.01 of this specification.

B. Manufacturer’s certification of product compliance with adhesive standards per section 2.01 of this specification.

C. Manufacturer’s certification of product compliance with emissions testing standards per section 2.01 of this specification.

D. Manufacturer’s certification of product labeling per section 2.01 of this specification.

E. Material Safety Data Sheets.

F. Manufacturer’s maintenance and cleaning instructions.

G. Manufacturer’s policy statement on carpet recycling/carpet recycling programs.

1.04
DELIVERY AND STORAGE

A. Where feasible, remove carpet tiles from packaging and store in unoccupied, ventilated areas (100% outside air supply, minimum of 1.5 air changes per hour, no recirculation) for 24-72 hours prior to installation. Carpet tiles shall not be stored with materials which have high emissions of VOCs or other contaminants (see section 3.01 below).

B. Carpet tiles to be stored per manufacturer’s recommendations for allowable temperature and humidity range. Tiles shall not be allowed to become damp. 

PART 2 – PRODUCTS

2.01 MATERIALS

A. Environmental Criteria:

1. Recycled Content:  


Carpet tiles shall have face fibers and/or backings containing a minimum of 15% (combined) post-industrial/post-consumer recycled content. The percentage of recycled content is based on the weight of the component materials.

2.
Adhesives:

Carpet tile adhesives shall meet the VOC limits and prohibited chemical limitations of the “Green Seal Environmental Standard for Certification of Commercial Adhesives” (GS-36), of Green Seal, Inc., Washington, DC. 

3.
Emissions Testing:
Carpet tiles and adhesives shall meet or surpass all criteria of the “Green Label” Indoor Air Quality Test Program established by the Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) of Dalton, Georgia.

4.
Product Labeling (for future recycling):

Carpet tiles shall have Carpet Component Identification Codes as established by the Carpet and Rug Institute (CRI) of Dalton, Georgia. The labels shall be permanently printed or attached to the carpet backing. The codes shall identify, at minimum, the carpet’s face fiber, primary backing, and secondary backing.

PART 3 –  EXECUTION

3.01
INSTALLATION

A. Comply with CRI 104 recommendations for space ventilation during and after carpet tile installation.

B. Where feasible, carpet tiles shall be installed after the installation of materials or finishes which have high short-term emissions of VOC’s, formaldehyde, particulates, or other air-borne compounds which may be adsorbed by or settle on the carpet tiles. Materials with high short-term emissions include, but are not limited to: adhesives, sealants and glazing compounds (specifically those with petrochemical vehicles or carriers); paint, wood preservatives, and finishes; control and/or expansion joint fillers; hard finishes requiring adhesive installation; gypsum board (with associated finish processes and products); and composite or engineered wood products with formaldehyde binders.

When installed over concrete slabs, verify compatibility of carpet tile and adhesives with curing compounds, leveling agents, or sealing agents used for slab preparation.

3.02
WASTE MANAGEMENT

A.
Identify carpet tile manufacturer’s policy for collection or return of construction scrap, unused material, demolition scrap, and/or packaging material. Where feasible, institute demolition and construction waste separation and recycling to take advantage of manufacturer’s programs.

END OF SECTION 09680






