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Note:  The following specification criteria have been assembled to promote the procurement of: 

1) pressure-treated wood without arsenic, chromium, or other carcinogenic agents; and 2) naturally rot-resistant woods obtained from certified forests, or from reclaimed sources. 

PART 1 - GENERAL

1.01  SUMMARY


A. 
This section includes recommendations for:

1. Pressure-treated wood manufactured without arsenic, chromium, or other carcinogenic agents; and

2. Rot-resistant woods (e.g., cedar, redwood) obtained from certified forests or reclaimed sources. 

1.02
REFERENCES / QUALITY ASSURANCE

(for environmentally-preferable criteria)

A. Prohibited Carcinogenic Compounds (Pressure-Treated Wood):

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), Lyon, France, www.iarc.fr/

B. Wood Certification (Rot-resistant Woods):
1) “FSC Principles and Criteria” for well-managed forests, Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), Oaxaca, Mexico, www.fscoax.org/
2) Scientific Certification Systems, Oakland, CA, www.scs1.com/index.shtml
3) Rainforest Alliance, New York, NY, www.rainforest-alliance.org/
4) Smart Wood, Richmond, VT, www.smartwood.org/
1.03
RELATED DOCUMENTS

Waste Prevention Specifications, Section 06511 (Plastic and Wood/Plastic Composite Lumber), as included in the New York City Department of Design and Construction Design Guide for Consultants.

1.04 SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

A.
Manufacturer’s certification of product compliance with pressure-treated wood criteria per section 2.01 of this specification.

B. Documentation for “FSC Certified” wood products, per section 2.01 of this specification. Provide Chain-of-Custody documentation, per Forest Stewardship Council criteria.

C. Documentation for reclaimed wood products, per section 2.01 of this specification. Provide grading certificates for any reclaimed wood materials used in structural applications.

D. Material Safety Data Sheets.

PART 2 – PRODUCTS

2.01 MATERIALS

A. Environmentally-Preferable Product Criteria:

For lumber that is required by code and/or by application to resist damage and decay due to exposure to moisture, the following material options are recommended, to the extent feasible:

1. Pressure-Treated Lumber without Carcinogenic Agents:
Pressure-treated wood products shall not contain arsenic, chromium, or other agents classified as carcinogenic, probably carcinogenic, or possibly carcinogenic to humans (compounds in Groups 1, 2A, or 2B) by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), Lyon, France. In addition, pressure-treated wood products shall not exceed the limits of the U.S. EPA’s Toxic Characteristic Leaching Procedure (TCLP), and shall not be classified as hazardous waste. 

Non-compliant products include, but are not limited to, Chromated Copper Arsenate (CCA) treatments, Ammoniacal Copper Zinc Arsenate (ACZA) treatments, and those using pentachlorophenol or creosote. Compliant pressure preservative treatments include, but are not limited to, Ammoniacal Copper Quaternary (ACQ), and Copper Boron Azole (CBA).

2.
Rot-Resistant Wood Species:

Rot-resistant wood species (e.g., cedar, redwood) shall be obtained from certified forests (if virgin material) or from reclaimed sources. 

For virgin material, the wood shall be “FSC Certified”, harvested in accordance with the “FSC Principles and Criteria” for well-managed forests developed by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) of Oaxaca, Mexico. Acceptable certification organizations include Scientific Certification Systems (Oakland, CA) and the Rainforest Alliance / Smart Wood (New York, NY / Richmond, VT).

For reclaimed wood materials used in structural applications, grading certificates shall be required.
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