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Land Use by Percentage of Square Feet 
within 0.25 Miles of Corridor Q07
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

 
 

DESCRIPTION These five pairs of parcels over I-495 which comprise this corridor are widely spaced across one and three-quarters of a mile, spanning Fresh Meadows 
and Oakland Gardens.  The parcels straddle 188th Street, Francis Lewis Boulevard, Oceania Street, Bell Boulevard and Springfield Boulevard.   Decking 
these parcels would restore visual continuity along the only streets that cross the expressway through this part of Queens. 
 

OWNERSHIP Although this corridor is part of the City’s expressway system, vegetation and/or Parks property abuts the roadway along all of its parcels.  Therefore, 
any attempt to deck over these locations would likely require parkland alienation. 
 
Further PLUTO records are unavailable for these parcels.  Ownership of this section of expressway is uncertain.  NYSDOT’s Over Size/Over Weight 
Vehicle Pre-Screening  Tool, an interactive web application on the NYSDOT website, has a mapable layer showing “unbuilt arterials,” meaning that it 
has not yet been rebuilt to current state/federal standards by the department, and thus remains City-owned.  This section of highway appeared in that 
layer in 2007. 
 

TOPOGRAPHY  
 

Due to variations in the surrounding topography, it appears that a deck would be above the surrounding land at the following locations:  
• Q0731:  Along the parcel’s northern edge, from approximately 200 feet east of Bell Boulevard east to the parcel limit. 

 
VENTILATION A full deck over the roadway at the following parcels of combinations of parcels would exceed 295 feet in length:  Q0700, Q0700+Q0701, 

Q0710+Q0711, Q0720 (eastbound lanes only), Q0721 (eastbound lanes only), Q0720+Q0721, Q0731 (westbound lanes only), Q0730+Q0731.  A 
mechanical ventilation system and emergency facilities for the highway below would be needed if these parcels were to be entirely enclosed by a deck, 
since such decking would effectively place the highway in a tunnel.  Locations with a long history of slow-moving traffic may need mechanical facilities 
or emergency ventilation at shorter intervals than 295 feet.  (Existing overpasses are factored into this calculation.) 
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PARCEL INFORMATION: 
 

                  Parcel 
Code 

Name Size 
(acres) 

Existing Corridor 
Uses 

Surrounding zoning 

 
Q0700 

I-495: theoretical extension of 
187th Street-188th Street 

0.91 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

R3-2 (R2, C4-2 adj.) 

Q0701 I-495: E. of 188th Street 0.39 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

R3-2 (R2 adj.) 

Q0710 I-495: W. of Francis Lewis 
Boulevard 

0.58 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R3-2 

Q0711 I-495: E. of Francis Lewis 
Boulevard 

0.29 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R3-2 

Q0720 I-495: W. of Oceania Street 1.07 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

R3-2 

Q0721 I-495: E. of Oceania Street 1.34 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

R2A 

Q0730 I-495: W. of Bell Boulevard 0.61 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R2A  

Q0731 I-495: E. of Bell Boulevard 0.71 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R2A (R4 adj.) 

Q0732 I-495: W. of Springfield 
Boulevard 

0.24 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R2A (R4 adj.) 

Q0733 I-495: E. of Springfield 
Boulevard 

0.40 I-495 (Long Island 
Expressway) 

C1-2, R3-2, R4 
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POTENTIAL FOR CONNECTING STREETS: 
  187th Street 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parcel Q0700 looking west from 
188th Street. 




