


































Testimony of DeNora Getachew to the New York City Districting Commission  

Thursday, October 04, 2012 

submitted electronically  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this written testimony to the New York City Districting 

Commission (Commission) at its Manhattan hearing on Thursday, October 04, 2012.  I commend all 

of the Commission members for taking on such an important task to ensure our democratic system of 
government best reflects our community’s growth and population shifts over the last decade.  

I am a resident of the Upper West Side of Manhattan in City Council District 8 (“District 8”), a 

member of Manhattan Community Board 7 and a member of the Board of Directors of Union 

Settlement Association in East Harlem.  It is through these multiple perspectives that I express my 

concerns with the proposed redistricting as it relates to District 8.  While I believe that the Western 

portion of District 8 is in need of its own district, the proposal submitted by the Commission only 

exacerbates the problem by creating new divisions within our community that adversely impacts the 

haphazard unity that has evolved in the district.  Specifically, I live on West 107th Street off of 

Broadway in a building that would now be carved out of District 8, although my neighbors an avenue 

away would remain in District 8 or be included in another Council district.  Such a change cannot be 

what is contemplated by New York City Charter Section 52’s requirements that districts be compact, 

contiguous, protect communities of interest, and provide fair and effective representation for 

communities of the racial and language minority groups which are protected by the Voting Rights 

Act.    

As it relates to the East Harlem portion of District 8, which I have come to understand in my capacity 

as a Boardmember with Union Settlement Association, I would ask the Commission to respect the 

importance of keeping the Puerto Rican population in East Harlem in one council district. District 8 

as currently constituted empowers a strong Latino population, which constitutes a community of 

interest.  Carving this portion of District 8 into multiple pieces dilutes a community, which is 

inconsistent with the City Charter’s mandate.   Of particular note is the proposal to take La Marqueta 

and other important historic and cultural landmarks for the Puerto Rican community that currently 

reside in District 8 and place them in another Council district. This neighborhood and the important 
institutions that it houses should all be preserved intact.   

In the absence of an actual West Side district, I would ask that the Commission keep District 8 as it is 

on the West Side.  Making the West Side above 96th Street an ancillary part of two districts is not in 

anyone’s best interest.  Under the Unity Map proposal, which preserves much of the district as is, 

90% of Manhattan Valley would be in a single Council district.  Such an approach is consistent with 

the Unity Coalition map, which was developed by Latino Justice PRLDEF, the Asian American 

Legal Defense and Education Fund and the Center for Law and Social Justice at Medgar Evers 

College. This map more accurately reflects the boundaries of the Manhattan Valley community of 

interest, and preserves representation of communities of color citywide. While my street is not 

currently included in the Unity Map that does not mean that it could not be included in a revised draft 
or that its approach is not sound policy.   

In conclusion, I ask that the Commission strongly consider the concerns raised by myself, other 

residents of District 8 and policy experts on this issue as it makes a final recommendation regarding 

proposed district lines affecting District 8.  I would also encourage the Commission to go above the 

City Charter’s requirements and engage in another round of public comment on the proposed lines 
before finalizing them.   
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Testimony of Elisa Maria Cose 
Student at PS 163 

NYC Districting Commission Hearing 

Schomburg Center 

October 4, 2012 

 
 
Hello, my name is Elisa Cose. I am almost 10 years old and a fifth grade student at PS 

163 on West 97th Street.  

  

I am here to testify in support of Councilwoman Melissa Mark Viverito. I want the 

Commission to think about how it will affect our school if her district is moved from our 

community.   

 

Councilwoman Melissa fights for New York City public schools. She helped a lot with 

our after-school program called LEAP. LEAP helps many parents who work late. LEAP 

is funded by grants, the PTA and by funding from our Councilwoman Melissa. This past 

year LEAP lost a Ten Thousand dollar grant. Because of that, LEAP had to cut back. 

The program started much later in the school year. That was very hard for everyone 

who depends on LEAP, particularly for working parents who need an affordable and 

safe after school program.  

 

If we lose Melissa as the city council member for our school we lose somebody who we 

know puts students first. We have no idea whether the next council member will be that 

dedicated or even care about me and the other students at my school.  

 

Melissa also helps to fund supplies for my school. She understands that we need things 

like computers if we are to do our best.  
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Nobody can guarantee that school budgets won’t be cut. But Councilwoman Melissa 

has greatly reduced the harm that would have come to our school because of budget 

cuts. She is a great leader who wants children to thrive. She cares about our future.  

  

She also cares a lot about public safety. She is the one who got us Fatima, our school 

crossing guard who greets us every day as we go to school.  

 

97th Street and Columbus Avenue is a very dangerous intersection. When our parents 

asked for a crossing guard at that intersection they were told NO!  Melissa fought hard 

and finally got a Yes. Because of her, we are a much safer community.  

 

Neighborhoods are supposed to be kept together. The Commission’s proposed plan 

breaks up Councilwoman Melissa’s district in a way that is harmful to our community.   

 

I hope you will all consider what I have said and keep her as our City Council 

representative.   

 

Thank You  

 

 

  

 













Testimony of Isaac Gluck 
NYC Districting Commission Hearing 
Schomburg Center 
October 4, 2012 
 
 
Good Evening. Thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to speak in this public hearing. I am here to testify on 
behalf of Melissa Mark-Viverito and why we should not 
re-district.  
 
My name is Isaac Gluck.  I am 9 years old and I am a fifth 
grade student at PS 163, The Alfred E. Smith School. I 
play soccer and baseball as well as violin. I am 
interested in playing professional sports or possibly 
being a doctor like my dad. 
 
I have three reasons why Melissa Mark-Viverito should 
stay as our district councilwoman.  
 
The first reason is:   
 
In 2010, the construction workers were building stores 
and markets in the area we call Columbus Square, from 
97th to 99th street on Columbus and Amsterdam. PS 163 
is  right  next door.  
 
There is a busy intersection with cars jammed up which 
was an even bigger problem with the construction.  



 
School parents spoke up and asked the NYPD for a 
crossing guard. The NYPD answered no. We spoke 
about it with Mellissa Mark-Viverito and she agreed.  
 
She then asked the NYPD for a crossing guard just like 
we did. The first time they said no and said it was 
because no one had been hit by a car or truck.  
 
Melissa fought hard and one day they put a crossing 
guard at the intersection. That day was a big change for 
the school because it made us all a slightly bit safer from 
getting hit by a car or truck. 
 
The second reason is: 
 
Ms. Viverito helped fund LEAP. LEAP is an after school 
program that allows kids whose parents cannot pick 
them up to stay in a safe environment where they have 
activities which keeps kids happy and excited. They also 
give time for the kids to do their homework. 
 
Melissa fought hard to get money for this program. This 
helped kids in different ways including the cost of 
babysitters.  
 
I think when she raised money for this leap program 
she took a step forward of being a good community and 
helping are school kids. 
 



The third reason is; 
 
Melissa Mark –Viverito helped fund money so that 
we could get our computers.  School parents 
needed money so they could get computers for the 
school. The computers cost a lot of money . 
 
Our school did not have as much money as we 
needed so we asked Melissa Mark –Viverito. She 
asked the government for more money. Melissa 
finally convinced them and now we have our 
computers. 
 
We use are computers so that the kids can learn 
how to type and search interesting facts. 
 
Thanks to Melissa Mark-Viverito we have helpful  
items and helpful people. 
 
 
 
Thank you again and have a nice day. 











My name is Lizabeth Sostre and I live in Manhattan Valley. Manhattan Valley runs from 
100th to 110th Street east of Amsterdam to Central Park. I have lived in the same 
building on West 109th Street between Amsterdam and Columbus since 1976. That is 
36 years. However, when people ask me where I live, I tell them I live in the Upper West 
Side, not Manhattan Valley. That is at the heart of the redistricting issue.  

My current councilmanic district (Council District 8) attaches me to East Harlem. East 
Harlem is on the other side of Central Park and Central Park is pretty big. This has 
denied me easy access to my Councilmember’s office.   So what I do when I have any 
local issues is go to Assemblymember Danny O’Donnell’s office which is on West, not 
East,104th Street. He is very nice and tries his best to help, but actually I should be 
going to my Councilmember’s office. But I won’t because it is too time consuming. It 
takes too long to get there.  

The proposed lines detach me from East Harlem (thank you) but still do not attach me 
to the Upper West Side (proposed Council District 7) where I belong. Instead, I am now 
attached to the proposed Council District 9. My police precinct is in the proposed 
Council District 7. The fire department responsible for my building is in the proposed 
Council District 7. The community board for my area is in the proposed Council District 
7.   

Why am  I still cut out? Something is very wrong here. I know you can fix this. I hope 
you do. 
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