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CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Thank you for coming 

tonight and welcome to the third round of the New 

York City Districting Commission's public 

hearing.  My name is Benito Romano and I'm the 

chair of the New York City Districting 

Commission.  Now on behalf of the Commission, I 

want to thank James Molinaro, the borough 

president, for hosting us here tonight.  

We don't have many speakers scheduled, but 

we are anxious to hear from you.  If any of the 

speakers that are preregistered or scheduled to 

speak tonight need a translator, please see 

someone at the staff registration table and they 

will arrange for that.  

Before we take testimony, let me make a few 

preliminary remarks.  In December, the Commission 

advertised in community and ethnic newspapers 

throughout the city announcing the Commission's 

public hearing schedule for the third round.  An 

announcement was circulated to the press.  An 

e-mail blast was sent to over 5,500 individuals 

and organizations.  

Advocacy groups helped spread the word 

through their separate networks.  The hearings 

were noticed in the City Record and the hearing 
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schedules were publicized on our website as well 

as on our Facebook page and Twitter feed.  The 

hearing tonight is part of the third round of 

public hearings that the Commission will conduct 

throughout the City.  And, in fact, it is our 

last public hearing.  

Over 1,150 people attended the first two 

rounds of hearings in late August and October, 

and the Commission heard testimony from more than 

230 of them.  On November 15, 2012, the 

Commission adopted by unanimous vote a revised 

plan for the 51 councilmanic districts that 

reflected the information and testimony we 

received during the first two rounds of hearings, 

In addition to online submissions of testimony, 

alternative maps created through our free 

map-making software on our website, 

www.nyc.gov/districting.  

Both prior to that meeting and immediately 

thereafter, we heard from the public and numerous 

advocacy groups, including Common Cause, 

Asian-American Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

Latino Justice, the Center for Law and Social 

Justice and the City Council's Black, Latino and 

Asian caucuses calling for another round of 
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public hearings to enable the public to provide 

additional commentary on the revised plan before 

the City Council took action.  

In our transmittal letter that accompanied 

the revised plan submitted to the City Council on 

November 19th, the Commission noted that it would 

welcome additional input from the public, but 

that the Commission felt constrained by the 

deadlines set forth in the City charter which 

directed the Commission to submit the revised 

plan to the City Council by early November.  

That said, given the possibility that the 

Council would not return the very advised plan to 

the Commission which would allow for further 

public comment and that the Council might instead 

allow the plan to be adopted simply by taking no 

action for the three-week period specified in the 

matter, the Commission considered mechanisms that 

would allow for another round of public hearings.  

After consulting with our in-house lawyers 

at the New York City Law Department, the 

Commission convened on December 4, 2012 to 

consider continuing the public hearing process by 

withdrawing the revised district plan from the 

City Council.  The Commission approved such a 
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measure by a vote of 12 to zero with one 

abstention.  

Now that the Commission has withdrawn the 

revised plan from the City Council, we are now in 

a position to conduct this third round of public 

hearings.  The Commission is eager to hear 

tonight's testimony and comments on the revised 

district plan.  As a result of tonight's hearing 

and the third round of hearings in its entirety, 

the Commission will consider all the comments it 

will have received during its next scheduled 

public meeting on January 23rd.  

At that meeting, the Commission will direct 

the staff to make any amendments to the revised 

district plan that the Commission deems 

appropriate in light of the comments and 

information we received during this round.  Then, 

at the Commission's public meeting on 

January 30th, an amended district plan reflecting 

those instructions will be presented to the 

Commission and the Commission will decide whether 

to adopt the plan.  

If the Commission adopts the plan, it will 

then be submitted to the City Council which will 

have three weeks to either adopt or reject the 
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plan.  If the Council takes neither action, it 

will be deemed adopted.  If the Council objects 

to the plan, the Commission will then have 

another opportunity to revise the plan.  This 

will then trigger a new set of public hearings to 

receive comments and feedback on such a plan.  

It is again worth reminding ourselves that 

there are certain factors that the law obligates 

the Commission to consider during the districting 

process.  These include that the difference in 

population between the least populous and the 

most populous districts shall not exceed 10 

percent of the average population for all 

districts.  

The plan should ensure the fair and 

effective representation of racial and language 

minority groups in New York City.  The district 

plans should keep neighborhoods and communities 

with established ties of common interest and 

association intact.  Districts should be compact 

and contiguous.  

Districts should, if at all possible, be 

kept within a single borough and the plan should 

avoid diminishing the effective political 

representation of voters.  
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Finally, I would like to bring to your 

attention our website at www.nyc.gov/districting.  

The site is the central repository of all 

documents and videos relating to the Districting 

Commission.  

It also contains a complete schedule of our 

public hearings, all documents and plans created 

by and submitted to the Commission, our online 

mapping tool and a portal which will preregister 

you for all hearings and be added to our mailing 

list.  I hope you all visit the site and let us 

know how it can be made more informative and 

interactive.  

That concludes my preliminary remarks.  I, 

at this point would, following our custom, like 

to have the commissioners introduce themselves, 

beginning with my commissioners on my far right. 

MR. HART:  Rob Hart from Staten Island. 

MR. CERULLO:  Scott Cerullo from Staten 

Island. 

MS. HANKS:  Kamillah Hanks, Staten Island. 

MR. ROBERT:  John Robert, the Bronx. 

MS. BRAGG:  Jamilla Ponton Bragg, Manhattan. 

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Benito Romano, Manhattan.  

MR. HUM:  Carl Hum, executive director of 
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the Commission. 

MS. WOLFE:  Gloria Carvajal Wolfe, 

Manhattan. 

MS. LIN:  Linda Lin, Queens. 

MS. PERSAUD:  Roxanne Persaud, Brooklyn. 

MR. ODOM:  Oscar Odom, III, Brooklyn. 

MR. HACKWORTH:  Thaddeus Hackworth, general 

counsel to the Commission.  

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Thaddeus, general counsel, 

will start by calling our first speaker.  

MR. HACKWORTH:  So, each speaker will have 

three minutes to speak.  There is a timer right 

over there (indicating).  So, keep on eye on it.  

When your three minutes are up, you will hear a 

chime.  That is when you know it is time to 

conclude your testimony.  

So, when I call your name, please step up to 

the podium and speak into the microphone.  Our 

first speaker will be William Stanford, Jr.  

William Stanford, Jr., first speaker. 

MR. STANFORD:  The name is Mr. X.  Just two 

things since we are in the smallest borough, the 

forgotten borough.  There should be two 

boundaries, one at Arden Avenue, the other at the 

Staten Island Expressway.  That's how you should 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DISTRICTING COMMISSION

DIAMOND REPORTING  (718) 624-7200 info@diamondreporting.com

9

9

redraw the only three Staten Island districts, 

City Council of Staten Island.  

I'm sorry you couldn't get more registered 

speakers here today.  Maybe it's due to 

Hurricane Sandy; I don't know.  But when we were 

here in August, this place was packed and now 

it's empty.  So hopefully in the next ten years, 

you can do better.

As I said, the boundaries should be the 

Staten Island Expressway and Arden Avenue.  

Anything west of Arden Avenue should be 

considered as District 51.  Anything east of 

Arden Avenue should be considered District 50.  

Anything above the Staten Island Expressway 

should be considered as District 49.  Anything 

below it should be considered District 50.  

As I said before, we should go by the bus 

corridors.  You should go by the bus corridors.  

So far, you ignored and so have your State 

politicians on the LATFOR task force.  I don't 

see why you can't do it that way.  It's very 

easy.  This borough, that's the easiest way to do 

it here in Staten Island.  

Hopefully, you will take my suggestion into 

consideration, not for granted.  Sorry you 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DISTRICTING COMMISSION

DIAMOND REPORTING  (718) 624-7200 info@diamondreporting.com

10

10

couldn't get more speakers here in Staten Island 

Borough Hall like you did in August.  But sorry, 

this is unacceptable attendance, unacceptable.  

Hopefully, you will do better in ten years, that 

is, if you are still working for the Districting 

Commission.  

Now, one more thing.  You need to do better 

with these public hearings, okay?  I am 

constantly hearing the chair who shouldn't be the 

chair.  Oh, he sent e-mail blast.  Well, I never 

received an e-mail from him.  Forget e-mail 

blast.  So, I don't know where he is getting his 

figures from.  He is not an accountant as far as 

I know, at least the last time I checked, but he 

is behaving like a certified public account 

couldn't.  

Whether he has accounting experience remains 

a mystery, but I received no e-mail or e-mail 

blast from any Districting Commission employees 

or members regarding public hearings, public 

meetings.  Don't do it to me.  Don't do it to 

yourself.  You say you sent everyone an e-mail 

blast or e-mail letter, and someone says, "I 

didn't get an e-mail letter," where does that 

leave you?  Now you are just exploiting yourself.  
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But if you want to consider telling 

yourself, that's fine.  You want to continue 

spoiling yourself, that's fine.  You want to 

continue embarrassing yourself, that's fine.  

Because that's what you did -- (timer 

dings) -- during rounds one through three.  You 

embarrassed yourself.  You continue to embarrass 

yourself.  

MR. HACKWORTH:  Thank you.  Our next speaker 

will be James Maleady.  

MR. MALEADY:  Good evening.  My name is Jim 

Maleady.  I am member of the New Kings Democratic 

Club and a member of the County Committee in 

Kings County.  I have lived in Greenpoint.  I 

work in Staten Island which is why I am here 

tonight.  I have lived in Greenpoint for 

approximately 15 years and I am here to address 

District 33.  

District 33 contains portions of ten 

neighborhoods, Greenpoint, the North Side, 

Williamsburg, DUMBO, Vinegar Hill, Downtown 

Metrotech, Brooklyn Heights, Carroll Gardens, 

Fort Greene, Cobble Hill and Boerum Hill.  Those 

are ten or eleven distinct neighborhoods in 

Brooklyn.  
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The district looks almost like a snake.  It 

starts up at the north end at Newtown Creek, 

follows all the way down to the Gowanus Canal in 

parts, and it takes approximately 45 minutes if 

you try to get in the from the north end of the 

district to the south end of the district by 

public transportation.  

It contains the most heterogenous grouping 

of people I have ever seen.  In fact, my 

councilman, who is doing a very stable job at 

representing us right now, Stephen Levin, has 

been stated in his literature and his public 

events that he represents the most diverse 

communities in the City of New York.  

The issues that we have are this.  There is 

a failure by this Commission to use natural 

boundaries.  The BQE is a natural boundary.  In 

the north end, if you look, you will see that 

there are Vs cut out at Frost Street.  You will 

also see that there is a portion of District 34, 

which is now incorporated into the north side of 

33, which is on the west side of the BQE.  

As you go down further, you will see that 

there are portions of Williamsburg that have now 

fallen from 34 to 33 and those portions of 
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Williamsburg are cut off by the expressway.  Now, 

one of the things, and as you go down further, 

you will see that there are even more places that 

are cut off by the expressway.  

As you get down past the Manhattan Bridge, I 

would suggest that it would be best to use 

Tillary Street and Flatbush Avenue Extension as 

the natural boundaries for this district, instead 

of having it weave in and out randomly through 

the streets.  

Now, the issues are this.  One is that there 

are no statistics that I have seen that indicate 

the portions that are to be added and subtracted 

from this district.  There are large portions of 

this district that are being put into other 

districts and there are organizations of 34 going 

into 33.  

There are no statistics that I have seen for 

those demographics area which 

demonstrate -- (timer dings) -- what is being 

done.  I would ask you to take that under 

advisement.  Thank you.  

MR. HACKWORTH:  Thank you.  Our final 

registered speaker is Patrick Donegan.  

MR. DONEGAN:  Hi, guys.  Well, first I was 
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talking with you guys in October with some maps I 

made that got 156,192 people in every single 

district in Staten Island.  For me, I thought 

they were decent maps.  But I guess you guys 

thought otherwise.  But it's all right.  

While I was looking at these maps, I would 

say for the most part, they are good.  They are 

okay, I guess.  There is one thing with the 50th 

District and the 49th District that I do kind of 

want to draw your attention to, which is 

basically at like the peninsula part of it.  I 

guess you could call it a peninsula.  

There is a Roman Catholic parish that I was 

baptized in.  That's in a narrow part of the 49th 

District.  This parish, if you stand outside the 

church and you look across the street, it's the 

50th District.  But the church itself, it's in 

49th.  How do I put this?

MS. HANKS:  Can you give us the name of the 

parish?  

MS. BRAGG:  The street?  

MR. DONEGAN:  It's -- I am stuttering -- 

Saint Teresa.  

MS. BRAGG:  Okay.  What street is it on?  

MR. DONEGAN:  It's -on, I don't know why I 
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am doing this -- Victory.  Yeah, I get nerves 

when I speak.

MS. HANKS:  No, no, no, that's okay.

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  You are doing fine.  

MR. DONEGAN:  Yeah.  With what I know, 

like -- I had actually submitted some written 

testimony about it, and I am definitely a much 

better writer than I am a speaker.  So, I mean, 

if you guys want to read it, I can probably show 

you guys on the break.  

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Do you have more than one 

copy?  Do you have one copy, at least?  

MR. DONEGAN:  I have two.  So, I will just 

hand this to you guys and I will stop stuttering 

and let everybody else get a chance.  Thank you. 

MS. BRAGG:  Thank you for bringing it to our 

attention.  

MR. HACKWORTH:  That is our final registered 

speaker. 

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Is anyone here tonight who 

would like to address the Commission on any 

subject relating to our map, Staten Island or any 

other borough?  We are going to stand adjourned 

for ten minutes to see if other Staten Island 

residents arrive or anyone else wants to appear 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DISTRICTING COMMISSION

DIAMOND REPORTING  (718) 624-7200 info@diamondreporting.com

16

16

and speak to the Commission.  

(Whereupon, a brief recess was taken.) 

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  We are now reconvened.  I 

am informed by staff that there are no other 

speakers who expressed an interest in addressing 

the Commission or have signed up.  So, without 

any further testimony, we stand adjourned until 

January 23rd at our public meeting in City 

Council's Chambers?  

MR. HUM:  No, we will be at John Jay College 

of Criminal Justice.  And staff will stick around 

for a few moments in case any other testimony 

arrives.  

CHAIRMAN ROMANO:  Thank you all.  Good 

evening.  

(Whereupon, at 6:48 P.M., the above matter 

was concluded.)

I, JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, a Notary Public for 

and within the State of New York, do hereby 

certify that the above is a correct transcription 

of my stenographic notes.

_____________________________
 JOSHUA B. EDWARDS, RPR 
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