
My name is Joel Kuszai and I am a member of the Woodhaven Residents 
Block Association. My wife, son and I live at  Street in 
Woodhaven. Our home is one block west of Forest Parkway, and about a 
third of the distance between Park Lane South and Jamaica Avenue. 
 

The northwest corner of 
Woodhaven, from Forest 
Parkway to the Brooklyn 
line, is bordered by 
Franklin K. Lane High 
School to the west and 
Forest Park and its 
dramatic terrain to the 
north. Jamaica Avenue, 
once a plank road, and 
before that a footpath for 
during pre-colonial 
times, connects Cypress 

Hills and Brooklyn to Woodhaven and points east.  
 
Currently, this 5x5 block area west of Forest Parkway is included in the 
32nd Council District, represented by Council Member Ulrich. The rest of 
Ulrich’s district is further south in Woodhaven, in Ozone Park, Howard 
Beach the western half of the Rockaway peninsula. 
 
Forest Parkway and the blocks to the east are part of the 30th Council 
District, represented by Council Member Crowley. Her district includes 
some of Woodhaven and Richmond Hill, but is mostly comprised of the 
areas north of Forest Park, Glendale and Maspeth particularly. 
 
At best, our area of Woodhaven is a border region in each of the districts in 
which we find ourselves. The 2012 state and federal lines mostly have split 
us off, often from the rest of Woodhaven or, in a kind of panhandle effect 
typical of redistricting, from the centers of power in each layer of 
government. At worst, our 5-block by 5-block is afterthought, a dead-zone 
of political representation. 
 
Like the rest of Woodhaven, we are in the far-eastern section of the 7th 
Congressional District, far from the population centers of lower Manhattan 
and Brooklyn. Not only that, residents west of Forest Parkway were moved 
from Senate District 15, currently represented by Senator Joe Addabbo, 
and put in District 12, represented by the more-than-honorable Senator 
Michael Gianaris. However, his district office is in Ditmars, which according 



to Google Maps is 12 miles and twenty minutes away on the Grand Central 
Parkway. However, if I’d like to save 3 miles the walk is only two and a half 
hours. Obviously, I’d like to continue to have a City Council member I can 
walk to visit, who knows our area and our concerns – which are the 
concerns of Woodhaven, east and west, north and south.  
 
Below, I’ve included maps of the federal, state, and current council maps 
for our area.  
 
Thank-you very much for your time and attention.  
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