
Good evening, my name is Adrienne Adams.  I am a member of the National Action Network, 
the NAACP and of Community Board 12. I am also a Queens native and a resident of district 28 
for over 23 years. My community has had its issues in the past, but we are rebuilding, 
restructuring and rebounding as never before. It is no accident that the redistricting 
commission chooses to hold hearings on re-drawing district maps that will ultimately 
disenfranchise the majority of people who have lived and worked there all of their lives.  

The most recent census results will have negative financial repercussions for Queens for years 
to come. The inclusion of a larger population of undocumented residents resulting from moving 
the existing district line will most assuredly set the current population of district 28 back in spite 
of our recent milestones forward.    

The fact that this commission would even consider such a move – a move to be in blatant 
violation of the New York City Charter, is most disturbing. Article 52b clearly states: “Such 
districting plan shall be established in a manner that ensures the fair and effective 
representation of the racial and language minority groups in New York city which are protected 
by the United States voting rights act of nineteen hundred sixty-five, as amended.”  
Article 52c goes on to further state: “District lines shall keep intact neighborhoods and 
communities with established ties of common interest and association, whether historical, 
racial, economic, ethnic, religious or other.” 
 
My question is, for what or whose purpose is the consideration of re-drawing the map to 
change the make-up of district 28, and why would this commission consider breaking the law in 
order to accomplish it?  



 ALLIANCE OF SOUTH ASIAN AMERICAN LABOR (ASAAL) 
P.O. BOX 1698, NEW YORK, NY 10008 

E-mail: asaal08@gmail.com 

 
  

January 13, 2012 

 

NYC Districting Commission  

253 Broadway, 7
th

 Fl. 

New York, NY  10007 

 

Dear Commissioners:  

 

I am the President of the Alliance of South Asian American Labor (“ASAAL”), a community-based organization 

comprised of South Asian Americans that are part of the trade unionist movement. We are a membership-based 

organization with chapters in Brooklyn, Bronx and Queens. I also serve as the Treasurer of DC 37, and the 

President of Local 1407.  

 

I am also a resident of the Jamaica Hill and Briarwood community of interest. I am here to bring to your attention 

the mistake you have made by dividing the Jamaica Hill and Briarwood community at 150
th

 Street and Hillside 

Avenue. This community is united in the presently enacted version of the 24
th

 Council District currently 

represented by Jim Gennaro, and should stay that way. I want to remind you that your mission under the New York 

City Charter is to preserve communities of interest and not divide them. Changing the boundaries of the 24
th

 

Council District in this manner is a step in the wrong direction and a violation of your duties as a commission.  

 

The Jamaica Hills and Briarwood community is one of the most substantial concentrations of South Asian 

Americans in New York. Our community’s presence is clearly felt along the Hillside Avenue commercial strip, 

which is found on either side of 150
th

 street. Our families live, pray, and shop on both sides of 150
th

 street. Why 

would you divide us?  

 

These communities not only share a similar racial identity and immigration history, but also language, rates of 

homeownership, family structure and common political interests. Jamaica Hills and Briarwood must be kept 

together. There is no legitimate justification for this change.  

 

We implore you to keep our community united and adhere to your duties under the Charter of the City of New 

York to preserve communities of interest.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Maf Misbah Uddin 

President, ASAAL  

_______________________________________________________ 
Empowerment through Education, Activism, and Participation  
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Good evening. My name is Florence Williams- Johnson and I was born and raised in South East Queens. I 

am still a resident and home owner in Districts 28 and 27. 

As a resident of this community for 57 years, I have some serious concerns about maintaining fair 

representation by my elected officials. This is a predominantly and historically Black community of 

Middle Class families and one and two family homes.  

I find the attempt to skew the lines to create a new majority that includes Asian, Hispanic and Other, a 

clear attempt to disenfranchise my Historically Black community and is at the very least dishonest and 

possibly illegal and in violation of the word and spirit of the NYC Charter Article 52, paragraph B, which I 

have attached here. 

I have lived in this community, my small town, through its lowest point and question why now. Why 

now, when we are set to be central to the largest revitalization projects in the city’s history? Why now, 

when the schools, parks and general infrastructure are being updated? Why now, when construction, 

new business and job opportunities are sure to come to our community, is it being taken from us and 

given to others? 

I submit that this is a clearly racist attempt to empower one group of people at the expense of the 

historically Black community that has held on, working for the change that is about to come. This 

community is overwhelmingly BLACK. We are not BLIND nor are we SLEEPING. To draw the lines to skew 

the numbers is nothing less than an attempt to disenfranchise our community and a more than a 

disturbing scheme to deprive the Black community of South Jamaica of its proper representation. 



From: Hum, Carl
To: Ettricks, Jonathan; Bassett, Justin
Subject: Fw: PETITION TO KEEP LEFFERTS BOULEVARD AS THE BOUNDARY LINE BELOW ROCKAWAY
Date: Friday, February 01, 2013 1:16:24 PM

To be posted...

 
From: garthmarchant02   
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2013 01:15 PM
To: Hum, Carl 
Subject: PETITION TO KEEP LEFFERTS BOULEVARD AS THE BOUNDARY LINE BELOW ROCKAWAY 
 
PETITION TO KEEP LEFFERTS BOULEVARD AS THE BOUNDARY LINE BELOW ROCKAWAY,
AND 100 STREET AS THE BOUNDARY LINE ABOVE ROCKAWAY
 
Please do not change the Lefferts Boulevard boundary below Rockaway any further west. Our
children's school MS 226 is located at 121-10 ROCKAWAY BOULEVARD, QUEENS, NY 11420-MS
226 (with PS 124, which is not in dispute as it is in CD 28). We will accept your configuration above
Rockaway Blvd to 100/102 Streets as you see fit, BUT the BIGGER goal is that you do not move it
westwards from Lefferts towards Van Wyck!
 
Many organizations, community leaders, advocates, elected officials, priests, organizations, committees,
block associations join me in this petition, including: District Leader Albert Baldeo, State Committeeman
Taj Rajkumar, Indo Caribbean Alliance, RH Economic Development Corporation, Queens Leaders
United, Rajkumari Cultural Center, GOPIO, AALDEF, Taking Our Seat, United Communities Alliance,
Queens Bar Association, Sikh Friendship Society, Guyanese American Workers United, Indo Caribbean
Federation, SE Queens Clergy, Bangladeshi Friendship Society and others.
 
Respectfully submitted.
SE Queens Concerned Leaders
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