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" New York Chapter
v STATEMENT OF OCA-NY
for the Districting Commission of the City Council
By Dr. Wah Lee
January 10, 2013

My name is Dr. Wah Lee. I am testifying on behalf of OCA-NY, which is a member of ACCORD, and as a
local resident. I am here to advocate for the Bensonhurst community where I attended elementary school and
continue to reside. Founded in 1976, OCA-NY is a non-profit organization incorporated in the state of New
York. It has many members living throughout Brooklyn.

We support the currently proposed City Council District 38 as it keeps both sides of 8" Ave. together, and has
also incorporated the community of common interest extending east towards Bensonhurst, between 62nd and
68th Streets.

While the December 4th District Commission map is an improvement from the previous one by keeping more
of the western and eastern portions of Bensonhurst together, it still divides the Asian community of common
interest in Bensonhurst into 4 districts.

The Center for Urban Research found, "Bensonhurst (east and west) each with a substantial White population in
2000 had lost close to 18,000 Whites by 2010. In that time the Asian population increased by a greater amount
(19,747 people, or 57%)."

The Asian community of interest in Bensonhurst predominately has an Asian first language, shop and eat at the
same ethnic stores and restaurants, go to the same community centers, and take the same public transportation
lines. This Asian community of interest in Bensonhurst should be kept intact in the same district, especially
when this community of interest historically has not seen its fair share of return in public funds, relative to its
tax contributions.

WE DO NOT SUPPORT THE CURRENTLY PROPOSED CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 47. We
submitted a map on Jan 9 that better preserves our neighborhood. Our map for District 47 resembles more the
Unity map, a map that tries to give a political voice to unrepresented groups that share common interests. We
have already compromised by working off the Commission's last map. In a spirit of compromise, we are not
asking for the Unity map in its entirety, however, the interests of the community must take priority over the
self-interest of certain politicians.

In our map, the northwestern boundary of Bensonhurst is no longer Bay Ridge Ave, but 62nd Street. The
eastern border is no longer Coney Island Ave, but McDonald Ave.

Our map only exchanges geography between two districts so a ripple effect of change would not occur to other
districts. Our map better preserves communities of common interest in each of the two districts in question and
creates two geographically compact districts. If we are indeed a democracy where political actions are done by
the people for the people, our map should be approved. Our proposal is further supported by ACCORD,
Brooklyn Asian Voice Organization, and United Chinese Association of Brooklyn.

1h'ttp://wwwvurbanresean:hmaps.org/plurali'cy/#nabes
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January 21, 2013
Dear Districting Commission ¢/o Carl Hum, Executive Director:

All of the local Brooklyn groups that submitted Bensonhurst-related testimony support a united
Bensonhurst. These groups include, but are not limited to, OCA-NY, Brooklyn Chinese-
American Association, United Chinese Association of Brooklyn, Brooklyn Asian Voice
Organization, and ACCORD.

Less than a week ago, OCA-NY began circulating an online and paper petition to poll the
opinion of Brooklyn residents and the constituents of the council members who will be voting on
the map. In five days, our coalition to date has collected over 200 signatures from Brooklyn
residents. There are 76 online signatures (see attachments for their comments and
http://goo.gl/Ceuz() and 163 signers of our paper petition (see attachments), with 95% of the
signatures from Brooklyn. We ask you to please forward these signatures and their compelling
comments to all the Commission members.

Please keep Bensonhust united in the new District Map. Thank you.

Sincerely,

WA

Wah Lee Elizabeth OuYang
Board Member President

Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is o national organization dedicated o
advancing the social, polifical, and economic well bmmg of Asicain Pacific Americans in the United States
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We. the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a

political voice which reflects its common interests.
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a
political voice which retlects its common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address Date
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned members of Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community, would like
to remain in the same City Council District, so we may have a political voice that
reflects our common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address Date
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Founded in 1973 as the Qrganuaotion of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicaled to
CVONCING Hw ool poditical, and economic well *bemg of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a
political voice which reflects its common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address Date
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New York Chapter
UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned members of Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community, would like
to remain in the same City Council District, so we may have a political voice that
reflects our common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address Date
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned members of Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community, would like
to remain in the same City Council District, so we may have a political voice that
reflects our common interests.

Primt Name Sign Name Address Date
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned members of Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community, would like
to remain 1 the same City Council qutn«,t so we may have a political voice that
reflects our common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Addr s Date
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New York Chapler
UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned members of Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community, would like
to remain in the same City Council District, so we may have a political voice that
reflects our common interests.

Print Name Sign Name e~ Addross Date
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UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a
political voice which reflects its common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address . Date
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Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicated fo
advancing the social, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
OCA - New York Chapter, P.O. Box 3233, Church Street Stafion, New York, NY 10008
web www.oca-ny.org, email info@oca-ny.org



mo' OCA | EMBRACING THE HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICANS

maw York Chapier
UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a
political voice which reflects its common interests.

Print Name Sign Name | Address Date
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New York Chapter

UNITE BENSONHURST
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Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a nafional organization dedicated to
advancing the social, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
OCA - New York Chapter, P.O. Box 3233, Cnhurch Streel Siation, New York, NY 10008
web www.oca-ny.org, email info@oca-ny.org
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New York Chapter
UNITE BENSONHURST

We, the undersigned, would like Brooklyn’s Bensonhurst community to be
represented in the same City Council District, so the community may have a
political voice which reflects its common interests.

Print Name Sign Name Address Date
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Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicated to
advancing the sociol, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
QCA - New York Chapter, P.O. Box 3233, Church Street Station, New York, NY 10008
Web www.ocqg-ny.org, email; info@oca-ny.org
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UNITE BENSONHURST
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Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicated fo
advancing the social, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
OCA - New York Chapter, P.O. Box 3233, Church Street Station, New York, NY 10008
Web www.0co-ny.Qrg, email: info@oca-ny.org
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New York Chapter
UNITE BENSONHURST
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Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans, OCA is a national organization dedicated to
advancing the social, polifical, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States
OCA - New York Chapter, P.O. Box 3233, Church Streetf Station. New York, NY 10008
Web www.oca-ny.org, email: info@oca-ny.org
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City

State

Zip

SignedOn

Name

Because not only did 1
grow up there, I am an
active participant of the
Bensonhurst community.

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/16/2013

Wah Lee

I would like my
community to
represented by one City
Council District.

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/16/2013

Jung Huie

Voter dilution is one of
the greatest obstacles to
equality for Asian
Americans in New York,
The Commission's latest
draft does almost nothing
to give a voice to
Bensonhurst's residents;
it reflects neither the
community's interests,
nor demographics. The
proposal by the
Commission only helps
incumbents.

Woodside

NY

11377

1/17/2013

James Hong

People should be able to
elect someone that
represents them.

New York

NY

10013

1/17/2013

Antony Wong

I would like the residents
of Bensonhurst to have a
greater voice in
addressing the concerns
in their community.

Brooklyn

NY

11230

1/18/2013

Derrick Lew

We need our tax dollars
to work for us!

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/18/2013

Chloe Chong

Why would you divide a
district into four? It
doesn't make sense. It's
almost like dividing your
car into four parts and
hoping the car will still
work.

Brooklyn

NY

11224

1/18/2013

Emily Chen

Don't let outside interests
divide and weaken our
community.

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/18/2013

David Ng




Don't dilute this
community's voice and
political clout!

New York

NY

10003

1/19/2013

jennifer kim

This is a blatant example
of vote dilution that does
not take into account ACS
data of Bensonhurst's
growing Asian American
population. Unite
Bensonhurst and give
them a voice.

Fiushing

NY

11355

1/19/2013

Phil Mok

It's just silly to divide a
neighborhood into four
sections.

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/19/2013

Jason Wu

It is important to keep
communities that share a
common interest together-
that is the essence of
redistricting.

Brooklyn

NY

11201

1/19/2013

Elizabeth QuYang

This is important for me
because I been
representing myself with
the origin of Bensonhurst
for the majority of my
life. It is a part of many
inhabitants identities.
Therefore, summarizing
the importance of keeping
Bensonhurst united.

Brooklyn

11204

1/20/2013

Clement Li

Bensonhurst and this
would mean a lot to her
and I,

New Windsor

NY

NY

12553

1/20/2013

Raymond Lu

We need to keep our
community together who
share common interests.
We do not want to be
divided.

Brooklyn

NY

11214

1/21/2013

chi loek

My friends' neighborhood!
I practically hung out
there. My friend's
neighborhood, is also my
neighborhood!

Brooklyn

NY

11230

1/21/2013

Kevin Park

My friend's neighborhood.
I love it there, visited
there

leathertown

NY

11756

1/21/2013

Abe Chung




ITS MY NEIGHBORHOOD!

Brooklyn

NY

11204

1/21/2013

Flora Ho
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