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Background

The NYC °CoolRoofs season has begun and we need your help in reaching another 1 million square feet 
between April and October 2011. The initiative encourages building owners to cool their rooftops by applying a 
reflective white coating that reduces energy use, cooling costs and carbon emissions. The program supports 
New York City's goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 30 percent by 2030, as outlined in PlaNYC - the 
City's comprehensive sustainability plan.

NYC °CoolRoofs is looking for buildings and owners interested in any of the following:

 1. Buildings owned or rented by a non-profit organization that would like to take advantage of volunteer   
 labor for roof coatings.  We will come out to inspect the roof for safety and to determine the best coating  
 product, work with the building owner to ensure the coating will not void the roof warranty and schedule   
 the coating days.  There are also opportunities for corporate sponsorship where all coating and    
 materials will be provided by the sponsor!

 2. For-Profit buildings that would like to take advantage of volunteer labor for roof coatings.  We will   
 come out to inspect the roof for safety and to determine the best coating product, work with the building  
 owner to ensure the coating will not void the roof warranty and schedule the coating days.  For-profit   
 roofs taking advantage of our volunteer force are asked to supply energy bills to further examine the   
 impact of white roofs.

 3. °Cool It Yourself: Buildings that are interested in cooling their roofs themselves.  This could involve a   
 roof replacement being done with a white membrane or hiring a contractor or building staff to coat the   
 roof.  We also want to know if you have already cooled your roof!  These roofs still contribute to our   
 goal and we would love to hear about them through our online reporting tool!

Join us as we coat New York City rooftops to make a greener, greater New York! Visit us at nyc.gov/coolroofs.

How can you help?

 1. Donate:  In order to meet the goal of making a greener and greater New York City, the Mayor's Fund   
 to Advance New York City is looking for contributions to fund coating supplies and materials on    
 non-profit rooftops. If monetary contributions are not possible, contact coolroofs@buildings.nyc.gov to   
 donate your building as a coating location!

 2. Organize a Totally °Cool Corporate Day: Through the NYC °CoolRoofs Totally °Cool Corporate Day   
 program, businesses and employees have the opportunity to make a difference by volunteering for a   
 day coating a roof while also having a unique team building experience. NYC °CoolRoofs requires a   
 donation from every corporate group that would like to participate in the program to cover the cost of   
 coating and supplies on your rooftop.

 3. Recommend a Building:   Want to cool a specific building? Tell us about it and we will send a    
 CoolRoofs staff member to your location for a site visit. We are looking for large buildings that are safe   
 and can host events and volunteer days.  

While we will take requests for all buildings, the most ideal buildings should meet the following requirements:

 • Square Footage: We’re looking for buildings that are a minimum of 8-10,000 square feet. Suggstions  
 can be emailed to coolroofs@buildings.nyc.gov.

 • Initial Inspection Requirements:
  a. Safety:
   i. Parapet should be 3’8”
   ii. There should be no dangerous machinery or tripping hazards
  b. Rooftop:
   i. Should be in good condition
   ii. Minimal cracking
   iii. No skylights (or skylights should be in an area that can be blocked off on volunteer  
   days)
   iv. Roof should be accessible by stairs or elevator (no hatches or ladders)
  c. Other:
   i. There should be bathrooms accessible for volunteer use
   ii. Parking for unloading coating and materials is ideal
   iii. Location should be accessible by public transportation
   iv. Shade should be available for volunteers to take breaks

Recognition Opportunities

NYC °CoolRoofs recognizes the groups that are working together to cool New York City!  There are many 
opportunities for recognition through the program such as promotion on the CoolRoofs website as a partner or 
sponsor.

 •  Sponsors:  All groups that donate monetarily to fund the program or fund a Totally °Cool Corporate  
 Day are recognized as a sponsor on our website. Sponsors are often also recognized at events   
 throughout the coating season.

 •  Partners: 
  a. Square Footage: All groups/owners/associations that work with us to cool 50,000 square feet  
  of rooftops get recognized on our website and social media tools.  This includes °Cool It Your 
  self  square footage that is reported online.

  b. Volunteers: All groups/owners/associations that bring in 50 or more volunteers throughout the  
  season get recognized on our website and social media tools.

  c. Data Sharing: All groups/owners/associations that agree to let NYC °CoolRoofs monitor their  
  utility bills before and after the coating to assess impacts get recognized on our website and  
  social media tools.
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