
Public Service Puzzler 
5 Minutes with the Conflicts of Interest Law COIB, Feb. 

For this month’s Puzzler, we’re going to get those creative 
juices flowing with an acrostic poem contest! Below you will 
see an example of an acrostic poem, where each letter of a word 
is then used as the first letter of another word to create either  
a short phrase or sentence. 

Remove 
Ethical 
Conflicts 
Using 
Self 

NYC Conflicts of Interest Board   

2 LafayeƩe St, Suite 1010 • NYC • 10007  

212.442.1400 • www.nyc.gov/ethics 

Exclusion 

The following page contains a list of words you can choose 
from to create your acrostic poem. The poem should relate in  
some way to the word, as well as to conflicts of interest. To  
enter, email your completed poem to contest@coib.nyc.gov by  
February 18th. The winner will be randomly chosen from a  
pool of finalists selected by our judges. 

http://www.nyc.gov/ethics�
mailto:contest@coib.nyc.gov?subject=Acrostic%20Poem%20Contest�


COIB February Puzzler 2015 

Choose One of the Following Words 

ETHICS 
INTEGRITY GIFTS 

DISCLOSE TIP 

RESOURCE 



January Puzzler Winner COIB, Feb. 

Congratulations to the January Puzzler winner, Karen Cohen! 
The January Puzzler was a conflicts of interest themed cross- 
word puzzle. Below you can read a bit more about our winner, 
and on the following page you can see the answers to the last 
Puzzler. 

NYC Conflicts of Interest Board   

2 LafayeƩe St, Suite 1010 • NYC • 10007  

212.442.1400 • www.nyc.gov/ethics 

What is your City title? Director of Internal Audits and Compliance at the  

Department of Citywide Administrative Services. 

What do you do in your City job? Lead a team of internal auditors and  

audit engineers that advises our agency on best practices and that internal controls. We  

are also responsible for coordinating responses to external audits from other governmental 

entities and working with the various lines of services to implement and execute any 

reasonable/feasible recommendations.  

How long have you been working for the City? Since 1996. 

Name a special interest or hobby! Reading non-fiction military history 

books is a passion, and taking care of my cat is another. 

What is your favorite thing about City service? Being of service 

to the City as a whole, and interacting with people from different disciplines.  

Please note, Ms. Cohen did not accept a prize for her win 

http://www.nyc.gov/ethics�


Crossword 

is usually 
, (because it is unpaid) 
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