
COIB Public Service Puzzler 
5 Minutes with the Conflicts of Interest Law 

 

 

COUNT THE  

VIOLATIONS! 

 

This month’s Puzzler is a Chapter 68 violation-spotting 

contest.  We challenge you to correctly count the num-

ber of Chapter 68 violations in the passage on the next 

page.  Remember, you’re looking for Chapter 68 viola-
tions, not violations of your agency’s code of conduct.  

 

 

Once you are sure of your count, send an email with 

the number of violations to contest@coib.nyc.gov by 

August 18th. The winner will be randomly chosen by 

the Training and Education Unit from a drawing of all 

correct entries.   
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Count the Violations 

BELOW!!!!! 

Dan works at a City agency, where he deals with lots of vendors.  One 

day Dan sends his resume to a firm whose City business he currently 

oversees, along with some confidential information to demonstrate the 

value he can bring to the company. While waiting to hear back, he day 

trades commodities on his City computer and prints out a few fliers for 

his City Council campaign. After emailing some members of his staff to 

ask if they’d like to get involved in distributing the fliers, he takes a ten 

minute call from his wife on his personal cell phone.  That call gets in-

terrupted by Joey, Dan’s subordinate, who stops by to pay back the 

loan Dan made to him. Later that day, Dan accepts two theater tickets 

from his subordinate Kate – Dan had given Kate some extra tickets  he 

couldn’t use last week, similar in price, and Kate wants to return the 

favor. After work, without receiving a waiver, Dan volunteers at a not-

for-profit which teaches children to read.   



July’s Winning Entry  
Congratulations to Adam Zaranko, the winner of the 

July Puzzler! The July Puzzler was a caption contest. 

Read the winning caption below, and turn the page to 

learn more about Adam.   

“The exact moment when Clerical Associate Johnson real-
ized that moonlighting as a Zookeeper may indeed be a 
conflict of interest…”  



PUBLIC SERVICE PUZZLER 

 

JULY WINNER! 
 

Congratulations again to our July 

Puzzler winner, Adam Zaranko! Ad-

am provided the winning caption 

for the cartoon on the previous 

Q: What is your City title? Senior Policy Advisor in the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Recovery and Resiliency  
    

Q: What do you do in your job? Manage the development and imple-
mentation of resiliency initiatives to ensure that the City’s neighbor-
hoods, economy, and public services will be ready to withstand and 
emerge stronger from the impacts of climate change and other 21st 
century threats.  
    

Q: How long have you been working for the City? +9 years  
    

Q: Name a special interest or hobby! I enjoy hiking and weightlift-
ing during my free time  

    

Q: What's your favorite thing about City service? City service pro-
vides me with an opportunity to create meaningful change and help 
shape the future of a dynamic and diverse global city. I enjoy the 
challenges that come with public service and find the experience re-
warding overall.  
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