
Public Service Puzzler 
5 Minutes with the Conflicts of Interest Law COIB 

This month’s contest asks you to get those creative juices flowing by 
writing a Chapter 68 themed poem. Below you will find two examples, 
an ethical haiku and nursery rhyme, respectively, but feel free to write in 
whichever poetic form you feel most moved by; limerick, sonnet, blank 
verse, ode, epic (okay, maybe not epic), etc. 

Political use 

Resources, oh so tempting 

But never allowed 

Roses are red,  

Violets are blue,  

Be very cautious 

If vendors offer them to you 

To enter, email your poem to contest@coib.nyc.gov by April 15th. The 
winner will  be randomly chosen by the Training and  Education Unit 
from a pool of finalists selected by our  judges. 
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March Puzzler  

Congratulations to the winner of the March Public Service Puzzler, 
Eliseo Contes!! The March Puzzler asked for a humorous caption to go 
with a conflicts of interest related cartoon. Below is Eliseo’s winning 
caption. Continue on to the next pages to find out a bit more about  
Eliseo, and see the runner-ups! 
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“Don’t worry! It came in yearly installments of $49…   
retroactive to Fiscal Year 1806!”
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March Puzzler Winner!! 
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Q: What do you do in your job?   

A: I’m an Office Coordinator and Administrative Assistant for the      
General Counsel’s Office at 280 Broadway, working through GoodTemps.  

   

Q: How long have you been with the City?   

A: Just finishing my seventh month with DOB.  

   

Q: Name a few interests or a favorite hobby:    

A: Big sports guy… football, baseball and basketball mostly.  Like to 
work out at the gym.  

   

Q: Favorite thing about City service:    

A: The feeling that you’re part of a higher calling – that no matter what 
your responsibilities, you’re a public servant helping to ensure the City runs 
smoothly.  I take it very seriously.  
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March Puzzler Runner-ups!! 
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Beatrice Winner- DCAS: 

“It’s rock salt. Tell them I told you,  

‘It’s rock salt’.”

“James soon learned that his part time job as a 
loan shark was not compatible with city service.” 

Benjamin Colombo– DOB: 
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