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Committee Chair Dan Padernacht called the meeting to order at 7:50 p.m.

Chair Padernacht thanked Downey’s Bar and Grill for their hospitality in hosting the
meeting.

The meeting focused on the New York City Department of Transportation
(“NYCDOT?”) presentation of its May 2017 plan for Broadway Corridor. The plan was
posted online for the public to view. Plan remains unchanged. Construction of this
project is set to begin April 2018.

Representatives of the DOT, political leaders and NYPD were introduced. Members
of Community Board 8 not on the T&T Committee were introduced.

Nivardo Lopez, Bronx Commissioner of the New York City Department of
Transportation introduced the presentation. He spoke of the resolution passed by
Bronx Community Board No. 8 that rejected the plan as a whole but approved some
items and requested studies on others.

Patrick Kennedy of the NYC DOT Bicycle Unit gave the presentation and said it will
be online the next day. The time frame for the project construction is April 2018
through September 2018.

Members of T&T Committee asked questions and commented on pedestrian, biking
and driving issues in the proposed project area. Sylvia Alexander outlined several
situations regarding bikers not obeying traffic laws. These include bikers going the
wrong way, riding on the sidewalks, going through red lights. Commissioner Lopez
said they are working with NYPD to address dangerous situations by bikers, drivers,
and pedestrians

Laura Spalter asked for a study on the effects of the new traffic lights. Commissioner
Lopez stated that traffic lights don’t make people drive more slowly, but he said they
will study the traffic signals and have results early next year. The assertion by
Commissioner Lopez that traffic lights do not slow traffic was contradicted by
several individuals at the meeting.

Commissioner Lopez stated that they are not removing existing travel lanes, but Ms.
Spalter stated that they are de facto removing traffic lanes because they are adding
to the sidewalk (bus island) to pick up passengers. This will result in buses stopping
in the lane of traffic to pick up and drop off passengers.

Dan Padernacht, T&T Committee Chair asked how bike-on-pedestrian accidents are
reported and if DOT has evaluated the number of bike-on-pedestrian accidents.
Commissioner Lopez said there’s not that much data. In other places where bike
paths were installed they have not seen jump in accidents. Commissioner
Padernacht followed up by asking if we see there are issues with the bike lane, at
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what point does DOT say changes are needed. Commissioner Lopez stated they are
constant communication with community.

The 242nd part of the plan included the construction of a bus island. The question
was raised as to evaluating the effects after it is installed. Commissioner Lopez
stated that he is open to evaluating and moving the island if there are issues.

In response to the insistence that traffic lights do not cause cars to slow down, Rob
Spalter brought up the fact that on the Grand Concourse the traffic lights are timed
so that vehicles traveling at approximately 28 mph would not encounter a red light
and does indeed result in slowing down vehicles.

Bob Bender asked about the buses along VCP dropping off and picking up kids.
There is a concern that the large number of youngsters crossing the bike lanes
would create a potential for conflict and asked how that will be controlled. The
response was that DOT has been working with the precinct on that issue. Buses are
not laying over along the park. They will continue working with the Parks
Department and NYPD to increase safety.

Paul Ellis stated that at the presentation last year there were many comments and
questions. Commissioner Ellis asked if they are going to consider those comments
and make changes based on input from community. Commissioner Lopez stated that
they felt any changes from the proposed plan would make it less safe for motorists,
pedestrians, bikers, and buses.

Rosemary Ginty stated that she is disturbed and insulted on behalf of the
community that after 7 hours of public testimony, the DOT came back with no
changes to its plan for Broadway Corridor. Ms. Ginty stated that she has never seen
anything so dismissive of the wishes and needs of a community. R. Ginty stated that
West 242nd deserves far more attention than is shown in the presentation.

When asked how the work will affect traffic, Commissioner Lopez stated that a lot of
the work involves markings and applying paint to the roadway, beginning in early
spring. Parts of the project involve pouring concrete, so the disruption will be
significant but for a short time period.

When asked how double parking be addressed, Commissioner Lopez stated that the
design of the roadway is such to discourage double parking.

NYPD Deputy Inspector O’Toole, Commanding Officer of the 50t Precinct, said he is
working to improve traffic conditions on Broadway. The 50t Precinct is aware that
speeding, double-parking and buses are a problem. They took care of the buses by
designating a layover site and now they will deal with the double parking.

There was a suggestion that signage should be used to warn bikers and athletes
getting on and off busses.
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Allen Dillon of Parkview Sports stated that there was no communication with the
businesses on West 242nd Street since May 2017. He stated that no one is behind
this plan besides Council Member Cohen and the DOT.

Chair Padernacht asked Commissioner Lopez if DOT had spoken to the businesses
since last year. The answer was no.

Chair Padernacht asked whether DOT is prepared to make changes if the plan
actually increases traffic. Chair Padernacht wanted to know whether DOT was

prepared to act quickly if the plan did not bring the anticipated results.

Commissioner Lopez stated that DOT will watch results over a year. If necessary,
changes can be made to the plan.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m.

Submitted by Vice-Chair Myra Joyce.



