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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Bronx Community Board No. 8 Announces Housing Court Forum 
 

BRONX, NEW YORK, November 15, 2012 – On Monday, November 26, 2012, Bronx Community Board No. 
8, Housing Committee invites the community to a public forum and discussion on resolving housing disputes 
and understanding the workings of Housing Court.   The forum will take place at Manhattanville Health Care 
Center, 311 West 231st Street from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM.  A distinguished panel will address considerations 
for avoiding housing disputes, strategies for resolving them outside of court when possible, and, for those 
disputes that do end up in Housing Court, understanding the Housing Court process and procedures and the 
rights and responsibilities of the parties. 
 
The program will be moderated by Judge Elizabeth Taylor of the Civil Court, and the panel will include Judge 
Marian Doherty of the Housing Court, Howard Baum, Supervising Attorney, Legal Aid Society and Peter 
Lubell, an attorney with the firm Novick Edelstein.  The panel will focus on assisting tenants in understanding 
how Housing Court operates and recognizing what they can expect when they get there and what they can 
do to insure that the facts of their cases are presented fully and fairly before the court.  The panelists will also 
answer questions from the audience. 
 
“Housing disputes are one of the most difficult types of cases that we have in the court system,” said Judge 
Taylor.  “They pit tenants who are struggling to preserve the most basic human need of housing against 
landlords, many of whom are small business owners with just a few units who are doing their best to get by 
financially.  Against this backdrop, anything that can be done to avoid disputes or to resolve them outside of 
court is a benefit to both sides.  But for those people who do end up in Housing Court, it can be a confusing 
and intimidating experience.  Our goal is to help educate the community, so people have a better sense of 
what happens in Housing Court and what the process is.  By helping to demystify the procedures of Housing 
Court, we hope that people will be able to focus on the facts and merits of their cases to assist the court in 
resolving them fairly and as expeditiously as possible.”  
  

# # # 
 
Bronx Community Board No.8 (BXCB8) plays an important role in improving the quality of life for the 
communities it serves.  BXCB8 is a vital liaison and advocate for the community in dealing with New York 
City government, elected officials, municipal service delivery, land use and zoning issues, business 
development, the City budget and many other matters relating to the community’s health, safety and welfare.  
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