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VIA EMAIL: mforgione@dot.nyc.gov

June 13, 2011

Margaret Forgione

Borough Commissioner
Department of Transportation
50 Maiden Lane 17" Floor
New York, NY 10038

RE: Implementation of SBS, north on 1st & 2nd Aves.,
E. 34" to E. 59" Streets.

Dear Commissioner Forgione:

At the June 8" Full Board meeting of Community Board Six, the Board adopted the
following resolution:

Whereas, Department of Transportation (DOT), at the May 2, 2011 Public Safety,
Environment and Transportation committee meeting, has announced it will be resuming

construction this summer and autumn of the segment of bike lanes between E. 34™ St. and
E. 59" St.; and

Whereas, since the completion of the first phase of construction of the First and Second
Avenues Select Bus Service and Bicycle lane design, we have seen many improvements:

e A 30% increase in Avg. Daily Ridership from Limited Bus Service to Select Bus
Service.

e A 15% (about 12 minutes) faster running time than the previous Limited Bus Service.
e SBS spend 36% less time at stops than Limited Bus Service.
e SBS bus moves about 11% faster than Limited Bus Service.

e Taxi speed has increased on Second Avenue but First Avenue Taxi speed is about the
same.
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e There have been decrease in crashes and injuries during the 6 month period of October
1, 2010 to March 31, 2011 compared to the average for the 6 month period of 2007-8,
2008-9 and 2009-10 on streets from Houston Street to 34™ Street on First and Second
Avenues:

o Crashes: a decrease of 3.4%
o Crashes with injuries: a decrease of 7.3%
o Total injuries: a decrease of 8.3%

e A big increase in Bicycle Volumes along First Avenue with a small decrease on
Second Avenue during the winter months but increases during warmer months

Whereas, SBS along with First and Second Avenues design treatments was intended not
only to provide faster bus service but also to encourage increased bicycle usage to create a
public good in the form of reducing congestion on city streets and not polluting the air with
burning fossil fuels. For individuals who choose this means of transportation, their
personal health benefits from regular physical exercise, and their personal finances benefit,
too, saving on the costs associated with automotive usage or taking public transportation;
and

Whereas, it is common knowledge that First and Second Avenues in the East 40s and East
50s are a major commuting route for both motorists (mostly motorist) and bicyclists who
use the 59 St. Bridge to travel to and from Queens, using the Queensboro Ed Koch
Bridge, as well as from upper and lower Manhattan resulting in extremely high volume of
motor vehicle traffic; and

Whereas, DOT did consider the Community Board Six request for SBS design “D” along
Second Avenue, but responded that to implement such a design would negatively impact
traffic operations and surrounding communities as follows:

e Design “D” requires the elimination of one traffic lane for an already under high
volume of traffic condition resulting in:

o Increase in traffic congestion which would result in more air and noise pollution in the
community.

An estimated and additional 71 parking spaces would need to be removed which would
adversely impact businesses along First and Second Avenues.

Whereas, it is also recognized that the mixing of bicyclists in with high volumes of motor
vehicle traffic, which is called for in design “C”, has a potential to create safety issues for
both bicyclists and motorists; and

Whereas, it is imperative, in the interest of bicyclist safety, that DOT’s proposed design
for the shared bicycle path have a robust treatment that would better protect bicyclists; now

Therefore be it,

Resolved, that Community Board Six supports DOT’s plan and calls upon DOT to provide
a robust treatment that would promote bicyclist safety through steps such as:

Painting the shared bicycle lane a distinctive color that clearly alerts motorists that they are
in a shared bicycle lane and to watch out for bicyclists.



e Frequent bicycle logos to be painted on the shared lane.
e Installing overhead signage alerting that it’s a shared bicycle lane.
e Painting a solid white line to distinguish the shared lane from other traffic lanes.

e Considering the shared lane to be a reduced speed lane compared to general traffic
lanes.

Be it further resolved, that Community Board Six calls upon DOT to conduct future
studies to investigate the possibility of extending Design “D” north of 49™ Street on First
Avenue and south of 57" Street on Second Avenue.

VOTE: 34in Favor 5Opposed 2 Abstention 1 Not Entitled

Yours truly,
Toni Carlina
District Manager

Cc: Hon. Scott Stringer
Hon. Daniel Garodnick
Hon. Jessica Lappin
Hon. Rosie Mendez
Colleen Chattergoon, DOT
Fred Arcaro
Molly Hollister



