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Many people believe that hurricanes only affect areas

far south of New York. But coastal storms, including
hurricanes, can and do impact the City. In fact, New York's
densely populated and highly developed coastline makes
the City among the areas most vulnerable to hurricane -
related damage.

Due to regional geography, hurricanes in New York City -
though infrequent - can do more damage than hurricanes
of similar strength in the southern United States.

In a major hurricane, storm surge could put some parts
of New York City under more than 30 feet of water.

The New York City Office of Emergency Management
works to ensure the City is prepared for coastal storms
and hurricanes. Read on to learn more about how you
can prepare.

COASTAL STORM TERMS

Hurricane Season
June 1to November 30*

Tropical Cyclone
An organized rotating weather system that develops in the
tropics and has a warm center of low barometric pressure

Tropical Storm
A tropical cyclone with sustained winds of 39-73 mph

Hurricane
A tropical cyclone with sustained winds of 74 mph or greater

Hurricane Watch
Issued for a coastal area when there is a threat of hurricane
conditions within 24-36 hours

Hurricane Warning

Issued when hurricane conditions are expected in a specified
coastal area in 24 hours or less. Hurricane conditions include
winds of 74 mph or higher and/or dangerously high tides

or waves.

# Historically, the greatest potential for hurricanes in New York City
occurs from August to October.

HOW IS HURRICANE STRENGTH MEASURED?
Hurricanes are categorized according to wind strength using
the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale. A Category 1storm has
the lowest wind speeds, while a Category 5 has the strongest.

Type of Potential Wind Speed
Tropical Cyclone Category for Damage (in MPH)
Hurricane 1 Minimal 74-95
Hurricane 2 Moderate 96-110
Hurricane 4 Extreme 131-155
Hurricane 5 Catastrophic 156+
RESOURCES

NYC Office of Emergency Management
NYC.gov/oem

NY State Emergency Management Office
www.nysemo.state.ny.us

Federal Emergency Management Agency
www.fema.gov

Department of Homeland Security
www.ready.gov

American Red Cross in Greater New York
www.nyredcross.org
877-RED-CROSS

National Hurricane Center/Tropical Prediction Center
www.nhc.noaa.gov

National Weather Service
www.weather.gov

NOAA All Hazards Radio broadcasts National Weather Service
warnings, watches, forecasts, and other hazard information
24 hours a day.

In the event of an approaching hurricane, call 311
(TTY: 212-504-4115) or access NYC.gov for tips and information.

HOW CAN | PREPARE
MYSELF?

The best way to prepare for a hurricane evacuation is to know
your evacuation zone and develop a plan ahead of time.
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DETERMINE IF YOU LIVE
IN AN EVACUATION ZONE

Use the Hurricane Evacuation Zone Finder at NYC.gov/oem,
call 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115), or consult the map provided in
this brochure to find out if your address is located in an
evacuation zone.

Areas of the City subject to storm surge flooding are divided
into three zones based on how storms of different strengths will
affect them. Residents in some or all of these zones may need to
evacuate depending on the strength of the approaching storm.

IF YOU LIVE IN AN EVACUATION ZONE

Prepare A Disaster Plan

Develop a plan with your household members that outlines
what to do, how to find each other, and how to communicate
if a hurricane strikes New York.

Know Where You Will Go

The City strongly recommends evacuees stay with friends
or family who live outside evacuation zone boundaries. For
those who have no other shelter, the City will open hurricane
shelters throughout the five boroughs.

To ensure efficient use of resources, the City will ask all
evacuees to report to an evacuation center. Once at the
evacuation center, evacuees will either be assigned to

a hurricane shelter in the same facility or transported to
an associated hurricane shelter by bus.

To find the location of your evacuation center, use the
Hurricane Evacuation Zone Finder at NYC.gov/oem,

call 3N (TTY: 212-504-4115), or consult the map provided
in this brochure.

Keep a Go Bag Ready

Every household member should have a small Go Bag — a
collection of items you may need during an evacuation packed
in an easy-to-carry container such as a backpack. A Go Bag
should be easily accessible if you have to leave your home
in a hurry. (See Go Bag list on the right)

Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit

Depending on the severity of the storm, you may be instructed
to shelter in place (stay at home) during a hurricane even if you
live in an evacuation zone. Keep enough supplies in your home

to survive for at least three days. (See Supply list on the right)

IF YOU DO NOT LIVE IN AN EVACUATION ZONE

Assemble an Emergency Supply Kit

All areas of the City could face hurricane-related hazards such
as high winds, flooding, tornadoes, and loss of utilities. You may
be instructed to shelter in place (stay at home) for several days
until the hurricane passes. (See Supply list on the right)

IF YOU LIVE IN A HIGH-RISE APARTMENT BUILDING
Residents of high-rise apartment buildings may face

special risks from hurricanes even if they live safely outside
evacuation zone boundaries.

If you live in a high-rise building outside an evacuation zone,
be prepared to take shelter on or below the 10th floor.

If you live in a high-rise building located in an evacuation zone,
heed evacuation orders.

Copies of your important documents in a waterproof and
portable container (insurance cards, photo IDs, proof of
address, etc.)

Extra set of car and house keys
Credit/ATM cards and $50-$100 cash in small denominations

Bottled water and nonperishable food such as energy or
granola bars

Flashlight
Battery-operated AM/FM radio and extra batteries

Up-to-date medication information and other essential
personal items. Keep a list of the medications each member of
your household takes, why they take them, and their dosages.
Also include all doctors’ names and phone numbers

First-aid kit

Contact and meeting place information for your household
and a small regional map

Child care supplies or other special care items

AN EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT SHOULD INCLUDE
One gallon of drinking water per person per day

Nonperishable, ready-to-eat canned foods and manual
can opener

First-aid kit

Flashlight

Battery-operated AM/FM radio and extra batteries
Whistle

lodine tablets or one quart of unscented bleach
(for disinfecting water ONLY if directed to do so by health
officials) and eyedropper (for adding bleach to water)

Personal hygiene items: soap, feminine hygiene products,
toothbrush, toothpaste, etc.

Phone that does not rely on electricity

Child care supplies or other special care items

BEFORE THE STORM

Stay Informed

For the latest information about an approaching storm or to
find out if you should evacuate, stay tuned to TV and radio
broadcasts, access NYC.qgov, or call 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115).

Secure Your Home
If a tropical storm or hurricane watch is issued:

m Bring inside loose, lightweight objects, such as lawn
furniture, garbage cans, garden tools, and toys.

®m Anchor objects that will be unsafe to bring inside, like gas grills
or propane tanks. Turn off propane tanks.

m Shutter windows securely and brace outside doors.

m Place valuables in waterproof containers or plastic bags.
Help Others Prepare
Check on friends, relatives, and neighbors, especially those
with disabilities or special needs, and assist them with their
preparation and evacuation.
If you live outside an evacuation zone, offer to shelter family
and friends who may need to evacuate.
If Asked to Evacuate, Do So Immediately

The City will communicate specific instructions about which
areas of the City should evacuate through local media.

If the City Issues an Evacuation Order for Your Area:
m Evacuate immediately.

m If you are going to an evacuation center, pack lightly,
and bring:
O Your Go Bag
O Sleeping bag or bedding
O Required medical supplies or equipment

m Let friends or relatives know where you are going.

WHAT ABOUT MY PETS?

Make sure your disaster plan addresses what you will do with
your pet if a hurricane requires you to leave your home.

Plan to shelter your pet at a kennel or with friends or relatives
outside the evacuation area.

Be sure you have supplies ready for your pet in the event of
an evacuation, including food, a leash, a muzzle, proof of shots,
and a cage or carrier.

ACCOUNT FOR YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS

®m Consider your capabilities and make sure your
preparedness plan addresses how your special needs
affect your ability to evacuate.

m Determine if you will need assistance and arrange help from
friends, family, or neighbors.

®m Consider additional supplies and equipment that you
may need to bring with you, such as medical devices and
backup equipment.

® Include additional time and evaluate your transportation
options.

Llame al 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115) o visite NYC.gov/oem para
obtener acceso a este folleto en espanol.

Per ottenere una copia di questa pubblicazione in lingua italiana,
chiamare il 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115) o recarsi all’indirizzo web
NYC.gov/oem.

Rele 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115) oswa vizite NYC.gov/oem pou
jwenn tiliv sa a an Kreyol.

Telefonowac pod nr 311 (teletekst dla oséb z uposledzeniem stuchu:
212-504-4115) lub wejs¢ na strong NYC.gov/oem, aby przeczytac
broszure w jez. polskim.
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NEW YORK CITY
HURRICANE
EVACUATION
ZONES

How to Use This Map*

1. Determine whether you live in an evacuation zone by
using the Hurricane Evacuation Zone Finder at NYC.gov/oem,
calling 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115), or consulting this map.

If your address falls into one of the City's hurricane
evacuation zones, you may have to evacuate during

a hurricane.

2. The City strongly encourages evacuees first to seek
shelter with friends or family located outside the
evacuation zones.

3. If you cannot stay with friends or family, use the Finder,
call 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115), or use this map to identify
which evacuation center is most appropriate for you.
NOTE: Not all evacuation centers are accessible by all
modes of transportation. (Visit the MTA's website at
www.mta.info or call 718-330-1234 for the latest transit
information.)

*Evacuation information is subject to change.
For the latest information, visit NYC.gov/oem or
call 311 (TTY: 212-504-4115)

Hurricane Evacuation Zones

ZONE A

Residents in Zone A face the highest risk of flooding
from a hurricane's storm surge. Zone A includes all low-
lying coastal areas and other areas that could experience
storm surge from ANY hurricane making landfall close

to New York City.

ZONE B
Residents in Zone B may experience storm surge flooding
from a MODERATE (Category 2 and higher) hurricane.

ZONEC

Residents in Zone C may experience storm surge flooding
from a MAJOR (Category 3 & 4) hurricane making landfall
just south of New York City. A major hurricane is unlikely
in New York City, but not impossible.

NO ZONE[ ]
Residents who do not live in a hurricane evacuation zone
face no risk of storm surge flooding from a hurricane.
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Log on to NYC.gov/oem
or call 311 to find out

if you live in a hurricane
evacuation zone.

EVACUATION CENTER ADDRESS EVACUATION CENTER ADDRESS

BRONX QUEENS

BX COMM COLLEGE 80 W18IST ST AQUEDUCT RACETRACK ROCKAWAY BLVD & 108TH ST
EVANDER CHILDS HS 800 EAST GUN HILL ROAD AVIATION HS 45-30 36 STREET

HS 141 660 WEST 237 STREET BAYSIDE HS 32-24 CORP. KENNEDY BLVD

IS 98 1619 BOSTON ROAD

1S 145 1000 TELLER AVENUE

IS 201 730 BRYANT AVENUE
LEHMAN COLLEGE 250 BEDFORD PARK BLVD W
PS 102 1827 ARCHER STREET

PS 21 1919 PROSPECT AVENUE

PS 306 40 WEST TREMONT AVENUE
SAMUEL GOMPERS HS 455 SOUTHERN BLVD
TAFTHS 240 EAST 172 STREET
TRUMAN HS 750 BAYCHESTER AVENUE
MANHATTAN

BARUCH COLLEGE 155 E 24TH ST

BRANDEIS HS 145 WEST 84 STREET

CITY COLLEGE

G. WASHINGTON HS
HS OF GRAPHIC COMM
HUNTER COLLEGE

IS 88

IS 90

IS118

JOHN JAY COLLEGE
PS 171

SEWARD PARK HS
THURGOOD MARSHALL

STATEN ISLAND

181 CONVENT AVE
549 AUDOBON AVENUE
439 WEST 49 STREET
695 PARK AVE

215 WEST 114 STREET
21 JUMEL PLACE

154 WEST 93 STREET
445 W 59TH ST

19 EAST 103 STREET
350 GRAND STREET
210 WEST 135TH ST

CURTIS HS

IS 51

PETRIDES COMPLEX
SUSAN E. WAGNER HS
TOTTENVILLE HS

105 HAMILTON AVENUE
20 HOUSTON STREET
715 OCEAN TERRACE
1200 MANOR ROAD
100 LUTEN AVENUE

BELMONT RACETRACK
CHRIST THE KING HS
FLUSHING HS

FOREST HILLS HS
HILLCREST HS

JHS 185

NEWCOMERS HS
NEWTOWN HS

PS19

QUEENS COLLEGE
QUEENSBORO COMM COLL
WILLIAM C. BRYANT HS
YORK COLLEGE

BROOKLYN

HEMPSTEAD TPKE & CROSS ISLD. PKWY.
68-02 METROPOLITAN AVE
35-01 UNION STREET
67-01110 STREET

160-05 HIGHLAND AVENUE
147-26 25 DRIVE

28-0141ST AVENUE
48-0190 STREET

98-02 ROOSEVELT AVE.
65-30 KISSENA BLVD
222-05 56TH AVE

48-10 31 AVENUE

94-20 GUY R BREWER BLVD

BOYS & GIRLS HS
BROOKLYN TECH HS
BUSHWICK HS

CLARA BARTON HS
FRANKLIN K. LANE HS
IS17

IS136

1S 187

PS 189

IS 246

PS 249

IS 271

IS 292

IS 383

JHS 57

JOHN JAY HS

NYC TECHNICAL COLLEGE
ROOSEVELT HS

1700 FULTON STREET

29 FT GREENE PLACE

400 IRVING AVENUE

901 CLASSON AVENUE
999 JAMAICA AVENUE
300 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE
4004 4TH AVENUE

117165 STREET

1100 EAST NEW YORK AVE
72 VERONICA PLACE

18 MARLBOROUGH ROAD
1137 HERKIMER STREET
300 WYONA STREET

1300 GREENE AVENUE
125 STUYVESANT AVENUE
237 7TH AVENUE

300 JAY ST

5800 20 AVENUE



