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CHAI R DO: Good norning. |'mcalling
this meeting to order at 10:06. | am David
Do, Comm ssioner and Chair of the TLC. And
|*'mjoined today by our board of
comm ssioners; Comm ssioner Mtchell,
Sorrentino, Jiha, Velazquez and online,
Comm ssi oner Aguado.

Today, we're voting on base
applications and a proposal for amendi ng our

m ni mum driver paynment rules for the for-hire

service, |ike Uber and Lyft.
(Appl ause) .
CHAI R DO: | know there's a | ot of

excitenment today, and we are excited that we
have come to a rule that has worked for
everyone. The new rule will increase m nimum
pay to account for increased driver expenses
and changing the way utilization rates are
cal cul ated and appli ed.

We held a public hearing just |ast week
on, March 1st, and we heard your testinmony
| oud and clear, and we also read your written
comments. Thank you, to all of you, for
being in that room | ast week. Your voices,

again, were heard.
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The rul e, as proposed, sets the
utilization rate from 56 percent to
53 percent, to further reduce the incentive
for driver |ockouts.

(Appl ause) .

CHAI R DO: Before | hand it over to our

general counsel for official business, |
would Iike to recognize if any of our
comm ssioners would |ike to speak.

Comm ssi oner Vel azquez.

COMM SSI ONER VELAZQUEZ: Hi . | just
want to say thank you to you, David, and to
your staff and to the Comm ssion and to
everybody out here, for getting to a place
that is a nuch better place and that noves
the ball forward for everybody. So, | just
want to say thank you.

(Appl ause) .
CHAI R DO: Anyone el se?
(No response).

CHAI R DO. Okay. Well, hearing none,
will send it over to Sherryl Eluto to do our
busi ness for today.

Thank you, everybody.

(Appl ause) .

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. ELUTO: Good norning. The first
item before you are the m nutes for the
January 25, 2023 Comm ssion meeting. | wil
now call a vote to adopt the m nutes.

Al'l in favor of adopting the m nutes,
pl ease raise you hands.

(Unani nous rai se of hands by
Comm ssi oners.)

MS. ELUTO. And Comm ssi oner Aguado?

COWM SSI ONER AGUADO: Aye.

MS. ELUTO: Thank you.

So, the vote is unani mous and they are
adopt ed.

| will now call on Director of Base and
Busi ness Servi ces, Fabian Cancel. He will
present the base |icense applications.

MR. CANCEL: Good norning,

Comm ssioners and attendees. M nanme is
Fabi an Cancel. |I'mthe director of the TLC
Base and Busi ness Unit.

Ei ght een bases have been submtted for
your review, and we are awaiting your
approval on them

MS. ELUTO:  Oh. ' m sorry.

Comm ssioners, can we have a vote on

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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adopting the base |license reconmendati ons?
Pl ease rai se your hands if you're in favor.

COMM SSI ONER AGUADO: Aye.

(Unani nous rai se of hands by
Comm ssi oners.)

MS. ELUTO:. Okay. That was unani nous,
and the base |icense recommendati ons are
adopt ed.

MR. CANCEL: Thank you.

MS. ELUTO: Comm ssioners, we will now
turn to Item 5 on the agenda, the amendnments
to the high-volume for-hire vehicle rules.
The rule was published in the City Record on
January 30, 2023, for public coment. A
public hearing was held by the TLC on
March 1st. On March 3rd, the final version
of the proposed rule was posted on our
website and circulated to the Conm ssioners,
along with the hearing transcript and all
written conments that were received.

We have one additional change fromthe
proposal that was posted. W are deleting a
sentence that was inadvertently added at the
end of Section 59(d), 22(b)(1). It read,

"When a high-volume for-hire service driver

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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is without a passenger and avail able for

di spatch on nmore than one high-vol ume
for-hire services application, such time wl
be divided evenly between each high-vol ume
for-hire service which the driver was

avail able for dispatch."”

That sentence is deleted because the
utilization rate will be calculated in the
aggregate for the two providers.

Comm ssioners, may we nmove forward for
a vote? All those in favor of adopting the
rul es amended, please raise your hand.

(Unani nous rai se of hands by
Comm ssi oners.)

COMM SSI ONER AGUADO: Aye.

(Appl ause) .

MS. ELUTO: The rule is adopted
unani mousl y.

Comm ssioners, we also would like to
vote on the need for earlier inmplementation
of the rule.

Comm ssioners, may we nmove for a vote?

(Unani nous rai se of hands by
Comm ssi oners.)

COVM SSI ONER AGUADO:  Aye.

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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MS. ELUTO: And the nmotion is adopted.
(Appl ause) .

CHAIR DO. Great. All right.

And so, the early inplementation of
this new rule will be on March 13th instead
of the standard 30 days.

(Appl ause) .

ADVOCATORS: Driver power. Union
power. Driver power --

CHAI R DO. We have one nore
announcenment before we cel ebrate. So, as you
can see, Comm ssioner Aguado is going to be
| eaving us, |I'mvery sad to announce. After
ei ght years of dedicated public service to
our community, he will be retiring fromthe
Comm ssi on.

|*ve had the pleasure of working with
Comm ssi oner Aguado for alnost a year. |
wi sh we had nore time together, but it's been
extremely eventful, and a time that we
provided a |lot of results for you all, for
our drivers and our entire industry. |'m so
grateful to have served with you,
Comm ssi oner Aguado. On behalf of the Mayor,
t he deputy mayor, and the City, thank you for
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your service.

Now t he floor is yours, Conmm ssioner
Aguado, if you have any words.

COWM SSI ONER AGUADO: It's hard to
believe that | have been on the Comm ssion
for seven years. And the changes | have
seen, the changes we have fought for, the
changes we have spoken out publicly about,
many changes have been made to the benefit of
the drivers, to |l essen the exploitation that
has happened to them and that -- and to
commend the staff of TLC, the Taxi &

Li mousi ne Conmm ssi on.

You see the Comm ssion nmenbers, you see
t he Chairman, but what you don't see is the
behi nd-t he-scene staff that make it happen,
and who've made the changes and who've fought
for the changes. W can't do anything about
the politics. What we can do is, in all good
faith, do the best we can for the driver, for
t he passenger, and for the fleet owners. W
want conplete equity for everyone. W want
i veabl e wages for everyone, and we want
safety in our for-hire vehicles and taxis.

Seven years, but |I'm probably the only

LH REPORTING SERVICES, INC. 718-526-7100
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TLC member who never |earned how to drive.
And |'ve been dependent on taxis for the

| ast, oh, 1'd say, 60 years. So, it's easy
to say that 1've been in taxis and for-hire
vehi cl es perhaps 5,000 tinmes, probably nore,
in that time, and |'ve seen the changes.

|'ve seen the safety, and |I've seen the

hardwor ki ng drivers. And | thank you for the

honor of serving this wonderful industry as
part of the public transportation industry.

Thank you, all. | wish you the best.
Thank you, Chairman Do.

(Appl ause) .

SPEAKER:  We wi sh you well and
happi ness.

CHAIR DO. Well, thank you so nuch,
Comm ssi oner Aguado, for your service again.
And like | prom sed you, we're going to be
traveling to the Bronx to visite you and
cel ebrate with you in person very soon.

| s there any other coments fromthe
Comm ssi on?

Comm ssi oner Sorrentino.

COWMM SSI ONER SORRENTI NO:  Thank you.

| just wanted to wi sh you, Bill,
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Comm ssi on Aguado, all the best, and it's
been a pl easure and an honor to serve with
you over these past five years that |'ve been
on the Comm ssion. So, thank you for al
your sincerity over the years and al ways
| ooki ng out for the entire industry,
i ncluding the drivers, the owners and
policymakers as well and giving us good
gui dance. Thank you.

(Appl ause) .

COMM SSI ONER JI HA: Bill, | served with
you for all your seven years, and it was a
pl easure working with you. And | | ook
forward, okay, to seeing you in the future.
Al right. Good | uck.

(Appl ause) .

COMM SSI ONER AGUADO: | want to thank
everybody --

COWM SSI ONER M TCHELL: Good nor ni ng,
Bill. It's Ken Mtchell, your friend from
Staten Island. You and I, we're in the outer

boroughs and we al ways were here on tinme and
made nost of the neetings. 1It's been a
pl easure serving with you, and |I | ook forward

to that trip to the Bronx. But it has to be
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reci procal, you have to come see us on Staten
| sl and.

Thank you, and God bl ess.

(Appl ause) .

CHAIR DO: All right. Again,
Comm ssi oner Aguado, thank you so much for
your service. | will mss you and our
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER AGUADO: Thank you.

CHAI R DO: And with that, | want to
conclude the nmeeting and say congratul ati ons
to you all for the fight that you have led to
get to this point.

It is now 10: 15. I*1'l adjourn this
meeti ng.

(TIME NOTED: 10:15 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF NEW YORK
: SS

COUNTY OF QUEENS)

|, Sabrina Brown Stewart, a shorthand
reporter within and for the State of New York, do
hereby certify that the within is a true and
accurate transcript of the statement taken on
March 8, 2023.

| further certify that | am not related to
any of the parties to this action by blood or by
marriage, and that | amin no way interested in the
outcome of this matter.

IN W TNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 14th day of March 2023.

Dabrura Brown— awart”

Sabrina Brown Stewart
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