
Name of Landmark Building

Type of Presentation Month xx, yearJuly 14, 2026 
Public Hearing

The current proposal is: 

Preservation Department – Item 10, LPC-26-09973

Kimlau Square, Chatham Square – Kimlau War Memorial  
Individual Landmark – Borough of Manhattan

Note: If you want to testify virtually on an

item, join the Zoom webinar at the agenda’s 

“Be Here by” time (about an hour in 

advance). When the Chair indicates it’s time 

to testify, “raise your hand” via the Zoom app 

if you want to speak (*9 on the phone). Those 

who signed up in advance will be called first. 

To testify virtually, please join Zoom

Webinar ID: 165 925 1200 
Passcode: 259056
By Phone: 646-828-7666 (NY) 
833-435-1820 (Toll-free)
833-568-8864 (Toll-free)
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PROJECT CONTEXT

PROJECT LOCATION AND SCOPE

MEMORIAL ARCH RESTORATION SCOPE

POTENTIAL MEMORIAL ARCH RELOCATION

PROPOSED DESIGN

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

AGENDA
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
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SITE & PROJECT SCOPE
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STREET AND PLAZA REALIGNMENT  

CONSTRUCTION START 2027

KIMLAU MEMORIAL ARCH RESTORATION (NYCPARKS) 
RESTORATION 2025-2026
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SITE & PROJECT SCOPE
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1962 
KIMLAU WAR MEMORIAL 
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2008
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2000
CHATHAM SQUARE
RECONSTRUCTED
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1973
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2001
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KIMLAU MEMORIAL ARCH RESTORATION

CHINATOWN CONNECTION | 

Kimlau Memorial Arch Reconstruction

Updates:

•
Procurement is 
complete and 
construction is 
starting imminently

•
Construction 
duration is 
anticipated for 1 
year (completion 
summer 2027).

TENTATIVE construction fence boundary

Scope of work

2026

•	Construction duration 
is anticipated for 1 year 
(completion summer 2026)

construction fence boundary
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
KIMLAU MEMORIAL ARCH RESTORATION (NYC PARKS)

JUNE 2024JUNE 2023
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
KIMLAU MEMORIAL ARCH RESTORATION (NYC PARKS)

JAN 2026 JAN 2026
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CHINATOWN CONNECTIONS PROJECT (NYCDOT)
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Chinatown Connections Current Conditions at Kimlau Square

Legend
Primary Traffic
Secondary Traffic

Bike Route
Existing Kimlau Square

Tertiary Traffic

Goals from Downtown Revitalization Initiative Process
• Reconstruct and expand Kimlau Square to create larger public 

spaces that support community programming
• Improve connections between Doyers St. & Pell St. and E. Broadway
• Maintain and restore Memorial Arch and statue of Lin Zexu
• Id entify locations for new Chinatown Welcome Arch / Gateway

• Complex, five-point intersection causes traffic and safety issues
• Bike lane configuration results in cyclists riding through Kimlau 

Square or on sidewalks to get to the bikeshare station
• More space for pedestrians is needed
• Kimlau Square should be improved with new planting and paving 

treatments
• There is not enough space for community programming
• Kimlau Square would be a good place for a Chinatown Arch

How do you use Kimlau Square?
Would you like to see it changed or improved?

What We’ve Heard

What We Want To Know

Existing Operations at Kimlau Square

Public realm 
improvements needed 

at Kimlau Square

Traffic crosses 
multiple crosswalks

Bike connections 
are shared with 

vehicles

Difficult connection 
between Worth St. 
and East Broadway

Complex signal 
timing results in 
long wait times

Complex five-
point intersection

Vehicles block 
crosswalks due 
to congestion

Park Row

Oliver St

M
ott St

Worth St

St J
am

es
 Pl

Bowery

E. Broadway

Chinatown Connections Comprehensive Plan for Kimlau Square

Legend
Primary Traffic
Secondary Traffic

Bike Route
Tertiary Traffic

Rendering is for illustrative purposes only

Relocated Kimlau Square

Benefits to a Larger, Comprehensive Project Potential Operational Changes for Kimlau Square

Challenges and Considerations

• Decision to change current operations on Park Row would have an 
impact on the traffic network at Kimlau Square

• Simplify operations and increase safety
• Increase the size of Kimlau Square
• Improve bike connections
• Create space for new Chinatown Welcome Arch / Gateway
• Improve traffic flow

• Would require a traffic study that could analyze a larger Kimlau 
Square Project and the potential reopening of Park Row to private 
vehicles

• More community outreach would be needed to create a holistic 
community plan

Would you support a community-led plan for a larger Kimlau Square 
Project?

What We Want To Know

Possible location of new
Kimlau Square

Designated 
bike lanes

Simplify the five-point 
intersection and improve 

traffic flow

EXISTING CONDITIONS PROPOSED CONDITIONS
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1. CONFLICTS WITH PREFERRED 
ROADWAY GEOMETRY 

NEEDED FOR SAFE TRAFFIC 
CIRCULATION

KEEPING THE MEMORIAL ARCH IN ITS 
EXISTING LOCATION:

2. CONFLICTS WITH BOLLARDS 
REQUIRED TO PROTECT  

GATHERING SPACES AND 
MEMORIAL ARCH

EXISTING ARCH LOCATION
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TECHNICAL AND DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
CHINATOWN CONNECTIONS PROJECT (NYCDOT)
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR RELOCATION
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1. SETTING
- RESPECT ORIENTATION

- ALLOW USE ON ALL SIDES
- MAINTAIN ALIGNMENT

2. VIEWSHEDS
- MAINTAIN SIGHTLINES FOR PEDESTRIANS

- CONSIDER PROXIMITY TO OTHER STRUCTURES
- VEHICULAR SIGHTLINE CLEAR

3. COMMUNITY
- SAFER PUBLIC SPACE

- FACILITATE LARGER COMMUNITY EVENTS

POTENTIAL ARCH LOCATION
(EXACT LOCATION TO BE 

COORDINATED) 
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EXISTING VS POTENTIAL MEMORIAL ARCH LOCATIONS
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Chinatown Connections Current Conditions at Kimlau Square
Goals from Downtown Revitalization Initiative Process
• Reconstruct and expand Kimlau Square to create larger public 

spaces that support community programming
• Improve connections between Doyers St. & Pell St. and E. Broadway
• Maintain and restore Memorial Arch and statue of Lin Zexu
• Id entify locations for new Chinatown Welcome Arch / Gateway

• 
• 

Square or on sidewalks to get to the bikeshare station
• More space for pedestrians is needed
• Kimlau Square should be improved with new planting and paving 

treatments
• There is not enough space for community programming
• Kimlau Square would be a good place for a Chinatown Arch

How do you use Kimlau Square?
Would you like to see it changed or improved?

What We’ve Heard

What We Want To Know

Existing Operations at Kimlau Square
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Chinatown Connections Comprehensive Plan for Kimlau Square

Rendering is for illustrative purposes only

Potential Operational Changes for Kimlau Square

Challenges and Considerations

• Decision to change current operations on Park Row would have an 

• Simplify operations and increase safety
• Increase the size of Kimlau Square
• Improve bike connections
• Create space for new Chinatown Welcome Arch / Gateway
• 

• 
Square Project and the potential reopening of Park Row to private 
vehicles

• More community outreach would be needed to create a holistic 
community plan

Would you support a community-led plan for a larger Kimlau Square 
Project?

What We Want To Know
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Chinatown Connections Comprehensive Plan for Kimlau Square

Rendering is for illustrative purposes only

Potential Operational Changes for Kimlau Square

Challenges and Considerations

• Decision to change current operations on Park Row would have an 

• Simplify operations and increase safety
• Increase the size of Kimlau Square
• Improve bike connections
• Create space for new Chinatown Welcome Arch / Gateway
• 

• 
Square Project and the potential reopening of Park Row to private 
vehicles

• More community outreach would be needed to create a holistic 
community plan

Would you support a community-led plan for a larger Kimlau Square 
Project?

What We Want To Know

EXISTING ARCH LOCATION, 
16’ CLEAR

EXISTING ARCH LOCATION, 
>7’ CLEAR

POTENTIAL ARCH LOCATION, 
<20’ CLEAR

EXISTING CONDITIONS EXISTING MEMORIAL ARCH ON 
PROPOSED KIMLAU SQUARE

RELOCATED MEMORIAL ARCH 
ON PROPOSED KIMLAU SQUARE

JULY 2026 | 
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THE MEMORIAL ARCH AS A GATHERING SPACE

1960’S

LEGEND

GATHERING SPACE AT PLAZA 
GATHERING REQUIRES STREET CLOSURE

MEMORIAL ARCH
FLAG POLE
PLAZA BOUNDARY

EXISTING CONDITION RELOCATED MEMORIAL ARCH 
ON PROPOSED KIMLAU SQUARELIMITED GATHERING IN SMALL PLAZA 

OR WITHIN TRAFFIC LARGER GATHERING WITHIN PLAZA AND 
TWO-SIDED MULTIPLE CONFIGURATIONS

GATHERING REQUIRES STREET CLOSURE
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PROPOSED KIMALU SQUARE PLAZA DESIGN
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW

FLEXIBLE GATHERING SPACE

POTENTIAL ARCH LOCATION  
(EXACT LOCATION TO BE COORDINATED)

FLAG POLE

BUFFER FROM TRAFFIC/NOISE

BUFFER FROM TRAFFIC/NOISE

SHADED SEATING AREA

RELOCATED LIN 
ZE XU STATUE

SMALL GATHERING SPACE

EXISTING ARCH LOCATION
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MAINTAINING CLEAR SLIGHTLINES TO THE MEMORIAL ARCH

EXISTING CONDITION
RELOCATED MEMORIAL ARCH 

ON PROPOSED KIMLAU SQUARE
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FROM EAST BROADWAY
APPROACHING VIEWS

EXISTING CONDITIONS PROPOSED CONDITIONS
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The David N. Dinkins Manhattan 
Municipal Building

The David N Dinkins Manhattan 
Municipal Building

EAST BROADWAY
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FROM MOTT ST.
APPROACHING VIEWS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS PROPOSED CONDITIONS

MOTT ST.
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FROM BOWERY
APPROACHING VIEWS
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FROM ST. JAMES
APPROACHING VIEWS
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VIEW FROM KIMLAU SQUARE 
FACING SW (PARK ROW)
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VIEW FROM KIMLAU SQUARE 
FACING EAST BROADWAY

CHINATOWN CONNECTIONS JULY 2026 | 29



CHINATOWN CONNECTIONS JAN 2026 | 30

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN

PHASE 1: 

- STAKEHOLDER/AGENCY ALIGNMENT MEETINGS
- CHINATOWN BID, AMERICAN LEGION
- EDC/DOT/ NYCPARKS/ CITYHALL

PHASE 2: 

- LOCAL CHINESE PRESS OUTLETS RELEASE (SING TAO, WORLD JOURNAL)

PHASE 3: 

- CHINATOWN COMMUNITY WORKING GROUP MEETING #10
- - QUARTERLY KEY COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDER MEETING

JULY 2026 | 

- COMMUNITY BOARDS
- QUARTERLY KEY COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDER MEETING
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