
What are solar and  green roof  systems?

Sola r power is a  reliab le, renewab le sourc e of elec tric ity tha t reduc es demand  on New York City's 
elec tric a l g rid . Sola r panels genera te elec tric ity or c an absorb  therma l energy for use. Green roofs have 
vegeta tion tha t absorbs and  filters ra inwater and  c ombats the hea t island  effec t (an effec t where urban 
environments c an be warmer than surround ing a reas).

What are some of  the benef its of  solar and  green roof  systems?

- Sola r panels reduc e elec tric ity c osts and  reduc e loc a l a ir pollution
- Green roofs c ombat the hea t island  effec t and  p rovide hab ita t
- Green roofs slow and  trea t stormwater runoff
- Sola r panels c an a id  in Loc a l Law 97 emissions c omp lianc e 
- Green roof tax aba tement p rog ram*
- Sola r tax aba tement p rog ram*

What are the requirements in the Build ing  C ode?

The Build ing  Code req uires a  Susta inab le Roofing  Zone, 100% of whic h should  c onta in a  sola r 
photovolta ic  elec tric ity genera ting  system, a  g reen roof system, or a  c omb ina tion thereof. This zone sha ll 
be p rovided  on (i) new build ings, (ii) new roofs resulting  from enla rgement of existing  build ings, and  (iii) 
existing  build ings rep lac ing an entire existing  roof dec k or roof assemb ly. Exc eptions inc lude a reas 
oc c up ied  by rooftop  struc tures, like mec hanic a l eq uipment and  fire ac c ess pa thways.

For the full list of exc eptions, see BC Sec tion 1512.2 or Build ings Bulletin 2019-010.

As of November 15, 2023, filings for Sola r and  Green Roof a re req uired  to be filed  in DOB NOW. 
Log in a t nyc .gov/ dobnow, selec t +Job Filing  and  c hoose Alteration. Selec t Work Type Solar or 
Green Roof. These work types c an a lso be selec ted  for subseq uent filings of NB or Alt-CO.

Solar Filings in DO B NO W

Sola r filings no longer have to be p rofessiona lly c ertified , and  ob jec tions c annot be p rofessiona lly 
c ertified . All Sola r filings will req uire an assoc ia ted  Elec tric a l filing  by a  lic ensed  elec tric ian in DOB NOW. 
The Ca tegory of Work on the assoc ia ted  Elec tric a l filing  must be Sustainable Energy Insta lls (listed  under 
Other) and  the Susta inab le Type must be Photo Volta ic . Enter the assoc ia ted  Elec tric a l Job  filing  in 
Rela ted  DOB NOW/ BIS Job  Numbers on the PW1. The Sola r permit will not be issued  until the Elec tric a l 
permit has been issued .

Property Tax Abatement

Req uests for a  New York Sta te Property Tax Aba tement will be submitted  as pa rt of the Sola r or Green 
Roof filing  in DOB NOW. If the app lic ant answers Yes to the new q uestion on the PW1 ? Are you providing 
property tax abatement information with this filing? Yes or No ? a  new Tax Aba tement tab  will appear. 
Submission of a  separa te Property Tax Aba tement App lic a tion & Ag reement for Insta lla tion of Green 
Roof (PTA3) or Property Tax Aba tement App lic a tion and  Ag reement for Sola r Elec tric  Genera ting  System 
(PTA4) paper form a re no longer req uired .

Add itional Information

Review  1 RCNY 105-02 for the p roc edure and  req uirements for a  p roperty tax aba tement app lic a tion for 
the insta lla tion of a  sola r elec tric  genera ting  system.
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